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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. JOHN NEWTON; 
Rector of St. Mary Woolnoth, &c. Lombard Street, London. 


BrioGRAPHERS frequently ob- 


; serve, That the calm and even 


tenor of a clergyman’s life sel- 
dom affords those remarkable in- 
cidents which render a Memoir 
generally interesting. Mr. New- 
ton’s, however, is a striking ex- 
eeption (that part of it especially 
which preceded his conversion 


> and entrance into the ministry ;) 


and we rejoice to think that, in 


» giving an account of it, we are not 


confined to those scanty and de- 
fective materials, which are with 
difficulty gleaned from uncertain 
quarters. We are favored with 
full and clear memorials, written 
by himself, and which have been 
long before the public. We re- 
fer to “ An Authentic Narrative, 
&c. ina Series of Letters to the 

ev. Dr. Haweis,” published in 
the year 1764; his “‘ Letters toa 
Wife,” printed in 1793; his 
* Apologia, letters,” &c.—From 
these and other undoubted sour- 
ces, we derive the following most 
interesting and affecting particu- 
lars, 

Mr. John Newton was born in 
London, on the 24th of July, 1725. 


His father, who appears to have 
Vor... New Series. G 


been a sensible and moral man; 
was captain of a merchant-ship. 
His mother was a pious experi- 
enced christian, a dissenter, in 
communion with Dr. Jennings. 
Mr. Newton was her only child ; 
and, as she was of a weak consti- 
tution and a retired temper, she 
devoted herself almost entirely to 
his education. She taught him 
to read, and stored his memory, 
which was then very retentive, 
with many chapters of the Bible, 
hymns, and catechisms; and 
though these pious efforts did not 
reach his heart, nor prevent him 
afterwards from running to a sad 
excess of riot, yet they occasioned 
a considerable restraint for a sea- 
son. It was long before he could 
entirely shake off his religious 
impressions ; and, when he was 
at length awakened to a sense of 
his condition, the recollection of 


these “first principles,” proved of © 


unspeakable advantage to him. 
Mr. Newton, therefore, justly 
considered his own case as afford- 
ing much encouragement to god- 
ly parents, to be diligent and per- 


severing in the religious instruc-’ 


tion of their children. 
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His mother, who observed his 
mental improvement with pecu- 
liar pleasure, earnestly desired 
that he might become a minister 
of the gospel, if the Lord should 
so incline his heart. With this 
view, probably, he begun, when 
six years of age, to learn Latin ; 
but soon the intended plan of his 
education was entirely deranged, 
and he was deprived of the guide 
of his youth before he was seven 
years old. 

His father who was then at sea, 
returned to England during the 
following year, and soon after mar- 
ried again. Thus he passed into 
fresh hands: and, though well 
treated in allother respects, the loss 
of his mother’s instructions was not 
repaired. He mingled with pro- 
fane children and learnt their 
ways. He was then sent to a 
boarding-school in Essex, where 
he was severely and improperly 
treated; but, during the latter 
part of the two years which he 
spent there, he made a considera- 
ble progress in the Latin language. 


When he was eleven years old 


his father took him to sea; - and, 
from that time to the year 1742, 
he made several voyages, but with 
considerable intervals between 
them; which were chiefly spent 
in the country, except a few 
months at Alicant, in Spain, where 
he had a very advantageous pros- 
pect; but his unsettled disposi- 


tion, and impatience of restraint,. 


rendered the design abortive. 
During this period, his temper 
and conduct were exceedingly va- 
rious. At one time, he would 
pray, read the Scriptures, and 
keep a sort of diary; then he 
would grow weary of religion, 
gradually give it up, and become 
worse than before. He had learn- 
ed to curse and blaspheme before 
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he was twelve years old. A nar- 
row escape from death by the 
fall of a horse affected him for a 
time ; but he soon declined again. 
Struggles between sin and consci- 
ence were often repeated ; but, on 
every relapse, he sunk into great- 
er depths of wickedness. He of- 
ten saw the necessity of religion, as 
a mean of escaping Hell; but he 
loved sin too well to forsake it. 

One of his religious fits (if we 
may so term them) continued for 
two years. He read, fasted, pray- 
ed, and became a strict Phari- 
see ;—but it was a poor religion ; 
it left him,.in many respects, un- 
der the power of sin, and only 
tended to make him gloomy and 
useless. 

In this state of mind he met 
with a deistical book.—* Lord 
Shaftesbury’s Characteristics ;” ~ 
this was exactly suited to his ro- 
mantic turn of mind, and he read 
it with avidity ; but was not aware 
of its baneful tendency. No im- 
mediate effect, indeed, followed ; 
but it operated like a slow poison, ~ 
and prepared the way for all that ~ 
followed. P. 

In the year 1742, his father, ~ 
not intending to go to sea again, — 
was desirous of settling him in © 
business ; but he was averse to the 
thoughts of industrious applica- 7 
tion. At length, a merchant in 
Liverpool proposed to send him ~ 
for some years to Jamaica. He © 
consented ; every thing was pre- | 
pared, and he was to sail the fol- 
lowing week. Inthe mean time, © 
his father sent him on some bus- © 
iness into Kent, a few miles from © 
Maidstone, where he was to have ~ 
staid but a few days; but this lit- © 
tle journey gave rise to a new se- 
ries of unexpected and uncommon | 
events, which affected his whole 
future life, é 
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In this journey he paid a visit 
to a family with which his mother 
had been intimately acquainted, 
and where he met with the kind- 
est reception. His friends had 
two daughters, the eldest of whom 
had (as he afterwards understood) 
been considered by both her moth- 
er and his own, as a future wife 
forhim. Almost at the first sight 
of this young lady (who was then 
under fourteen) he was impressed 
with a strong affection for her, 
which never abated or lost its in- 
fluence; and though he after- 
wards became exceedingly wick- 
ed, and deaf to all the remonstran- 
ces of conscience and prudence, 
yet his regard for her was always 
the same, and was almost the on- 
ly principle that restrained him 
from the most horrid designs 
against himself and others. 

Apprehending that he could not 
bear to live at such a distance 
from her as Jamaica, and that for 
four or five years, he immediate- 
ly determined, at all events, not to 
go thither; and by imprudently 
staying in Kent three weeks in- 
stead of three days, the ship sail- 
ed without him, and the opportu- 
nity was entirely lost. 

Shortly after this, he sailed with 
a friend of his father to Venice. 

He mingled with the common 
sailors, and relaxed from that so- 


riety of conduct which he had 


maintained for the two preceding 
years, He did not at once be- 
come profligate ; but he was mak- 
ing large strides towards a total 
apostacy from God. At this pe- 
riod, he had a very remarkable 
dream. The scene presented to 
his imagination was the harbour 


of Venice: it was night, and he ° 


at watch on thedeck. As he was 
walking to and fro, he thought a 
person brought him a ring, charg- 
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ing him to keep it carefully ; as- 
suring him, that while he did so, 
he should be happy and success- 
ful; but that if he Jost or parted 
with it, he must expect nothing 
but trouble and misery. He 
gladly accepted the present, and 
on the terms proposed, not doubt- 
ing his own care. While engag- 
ed in thinking of it, a second per- 
son came ; and observing the ring 
took occasion to ask some ques- 
tions aboutit. Being told its vir- 
tues, he expressed surprise at the 
weakness of expecting such effects 
from aring. He reasoned much 
on the impossibility of the:matter ; 
and at length urged him to throw 
itaway. At first, he was shocked 
at the proposal ; but his artful in- 
sinuations prevailed: he reason- 
ed, doubted, and then slipped off 
the ring from his finger, and drop- 
ped it over the ship’s side into the 
sea. No sooner had it touched 
the water, than a terrible fire burst 
out from the mountains which ap- 
peared behind the city. He im- 
mediately perceived his folly ; 
when the tempter insultingly said, 
That all the mercy which Goud 
had for him was comprised in that 
ring, which he had wilfully thrown 
away. He was then informed, 
that he must now go with him 
to the burning mountains,—the 
flames of which were kindled for 
his punishment. He trembled, 
and felt self-condemned, without 
hope, and without a plea; when, 
suddenly, another person appear- 
ed, and demanded the cause of his 
grief. He related his case. He 
blamed his rashness ;_ and asked, 
If he should be wiser provided he 
had the ring again? Before he 


could answer, this unexpected 
friend suddenly dived into the sea, 
and brought it up in his hand. 
In a moment, the flames of the 
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mountains were extinguished, and 
his seducer vanished. His fears 
were gone,——joy succeeded ; and 
he approached his deliverer to re- 
ceive the ring again: but this he 
refused; saying, “If you were 
once more entrusted with it, you 
would soon bring yourself into the 
same distress. You are not able 
to keep it. I will keep it for you; 
and whenever it is needful, I will 
produce it in your behalf.” On 
this he awoke, in a state of mind 
not to be described. He could 
hardly eat, sleep, or transact any 
business for two or three days; 
but the impression, strong as it 
was, wore off: he speedily forgot 
it; and, strange to tell, it scarcely 
occurred to his mind for several 
years. But it afforded a striking 
picture of his experience, which 
he afterwards well understood. 
The tempter awfully prevailed a- 
gainst him. He renounced his 
religious profession,—he involved 
himself in the most complicated 
crimes; and there seemed but a 
step between him and death ; but 
Jesus, whom he defied, rebuked 
the adversary, and delivered him 
as ‘a brand from the fire.’ He 
that restored the ring (or what was 
signified by it) vouchsafed to keep 
it for him, and preserved him to 
the end. 

In December 1743, he returned 
home: and repeating his visit to 
Kent, prolonged it in the same 
imprudent manner as before ; 
which again disappointed his fath- 
er’s designs, and almost provoked 
him to disown him. Just at this 
time, owing to his thoughtless 
conduct, he was impressed, and 
sent on board the Harwich man 
of war: and, it being a critical 
time, his release could not be 
obtained. His father, however, 
procured a recommendation to the 





[ July, 


captain, who took him on the 
quarter-deck as a midshipman. 
Here he might have done well ; 
but becoming intimate with a de- 
termined infidel on board, his de- 
praved heart was gained, and he 
entered fully into his plan; re- 
nouncing the hopes and comforts 
of the gospel, at a time when eve- 
ry other comfort was about to fail. 

After several imprudencies, 
which the captain forgave, he fool- 
ishly determined to desert the ship 
while she lay at Plymouth. He 
proceeded a day or two on his 
road to Dartmouth, when he was 
seized by a party of soldiers, and 
brought back to Plymouth, like a 
felon: he was publickly whipped, 
degraded from his office, reduced 
to a level with the lowest, and ex- 
posed to the insults ofall. He 
was now completely miserable : 
his breast was torn by the most ex- 
crutiating passions, eager desire, 
bitter rage, and black despair; and 
nothing but the secret, yet power- 
ful hand of God restrained him 
from throwing himself into the 
sea. 

The ship, which was bound to 
India, was detained for some time 
at Madeira, and was to sail next 
day : but he was determined, in 
his own mind, not to go to India ; 
and equally resolved to go to 
Guinea; and such indeed was the 
Lord’s will concerning him ; but 
it was accomplished in a peculiar 
way. Having slept longer than 
usual that morning, one of the 
midshipmen, in anger, cut down 
his hammock, and obliged him to 
dress. He was exceedingly dis- 
pleased at this treatment, but durst 
not resent it. He little thought 
how much depended on this act of 
caprice. Going on deck, he found 
that two men from a Guinea ship, 
which lay near them, had entered 
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on board the Harwich; and that 
two other men were ordered to be 
‘sent to replace them. Mr. New- 
ton entreated to be one of them ; 
and his request was instantly 
granted. In about half an hour, 
from the time of being asleep In 
his hammock, he found himself 
discharged, and safe on board an- 
other ship. This was one of the 
most critical turns of’ his life, and 
connected with a train of peculiar 
circumstances. 

This vessel was bound to Sier- 
ra Leone, &c. The captain, who 
was acquainted with his father, re- 
ceived him kindly, and would pro- 
bably have been his friend; but 
he behaved so extremely ill, as to 
make him his enemy ; he sinned 
with a high hand, and studied to 
seduce others. ‘Thus he went on 
for about six months, till the ship 
was preparing to leave the coast, 
and sail for the West Indies. Just 
at that time the captain died; and 
Mr. Newton dreading to be put on 
board a man of war by his suc- 
cessor when he should reach the 
West Indies, determined to re- 
main in Africa. He obtained his 
discharge ; and was landed on the 
island of Benanoes, with little 
more than the clothes on his back. 

Here he engaged with a person, 
whose business it was to procure 
slaves, and sell them to the ships. 
He was soon attacked by a severe 
fit of illness; and, in the absence 
of his master, was cruelly treated 
by a black woman (his wife or 
concubine) who was strangely pre- 
judiced against him from the first. 
It was with difficulty he could 
sometimes procure a draught of 
cold water when burning in a fe- 
ver! His bed wasa mat, spread on 
a board ; and a log of wood served 
for his pillow. When the fever 
declined and his appetite returned, 
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he could scarcely procure food. 
Now and then, indeed, she would 
vouchsafe tosend him some vic- 
tuals in her own plate, after she had 
dined ; and once, when about to 
receive it from her hand, he, be- 
being extremely feeble, dropped 
the plate. She laughed at his 
disappointment ; and though her 
table was covered with dishes, re- 
fused to allow him any more. He 
was obliged to live on unwhole- 
some food, which often made him 
ill; and was sometimes indebted 
for sustenance to the poor slaves 
in chains, out of their own scanty 
allowance. 

His master returned; and on 


his next voyage took him along. 


with him ; but he was soon un- 
ju tly accused of stealing his 
goods ; and was treated with great 
severity,—suffering by want of 
food and clothes, and sometimes 
exposed. for thirty or forty hours 
together, to incessant rains. Some 
of the sad effects of these hard- 
ships remained with him all his 
days ; and he considered them as 
a needful memento of the service 
and the wages of sin. One cir- 
cumstance relating to this period 
is very peculiar. Though thus 
depressed, to a degree far below 
common wretchedness, he amus- 
ed himself with Euclid’s Ele- 
ments, which he had brought with 
him, and drew diagrams with a 
stick on the sand :—so fertile is 
the human mind in the invention 
of some expedient to beguile its 
sorrows ! In this manner he made 
himself master of the first six 
books of Euclid. 

About this time he was once 
engaged in planting some lime or 
lemon trees; his master and mis- 
tress happening to pass by, stop- 
ped to look at him. His master 


said, « Who knows, but by the 
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time these trees grow up and 
bear, you may go home to Eng- 
land, obtain the command of a 
ship, and return to reap the fruit 
of your labors. We see strange 
things sometimes happen.” This 
Was a cutting sarcasm ; but it 
proved a prediction ; and he actu- 
ally did return in the capacity 
mentioned, and plucked some of 
the first limes from those very 
trees. 

He continued in this state about 
ayear; during which, he repeat- 
edly wrote to his father: he wrote 
also to Miss , whom, at the 
lowest ebb, he hoped to see again. 
His affairs now took a more fa- 
vorable turn, by his obtaining leave 
to live with another trader, one of 
whose factories was on the river 
Kittam. Here he was well cloth- 
ed, lived in plenty, and had a share 
in the management of the busi- 
ness: he began to be pleased with 
the natives, and almost content 
to spend the rest of his days among 
them: but the Lord again inter- 
posed to break his plans, and to 
save him from ruin in spite of 
himself. 

The ship that had orders from 
his father to bring him home, ar- 
rived on the coast in February, 
1747; and, by a peculiar provi- 
dence, the captain found him out, 
and took him on board. Thus 
was he suddenly delivered from a 
captivity of about fifteen months, 
though he had not a thought, nor 
a desire of the change, one hour 
before it took place. This ship, 
which continued on its business 
on the coast of Africa for about a 
twelvemonth after he embarked 
in it, at length sailed for England ; 
but the voyage proved uncom- 
monly tedious and dangerous. 
Mr. Newton had now no business 
to employ his thoughts, except 
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when he amused himself with the 
Mathematics. At other times, 
his whole life was a.course of hor- 
rid impiety. Not content with 
common blasphemies, he invented 
new oaths; so that the captain, 
who was not at all circumspect in 
his own expressions, often reprov- 
ed him. Indeed, his conduct was 
so uncommonly ahd desperately 
wicked, that, towards the close of 
the voyage, when any disasters 
happened, the captain would as- 
sure him, that he thought he had 
a Jonah on board ; and that all the 
troubles of the voyage were owing 
to him. 

In the mean time, Mr. Newton 
was favored with some remarka- 
ble deliverances from death ; but 
which were entirely lost upon 
him. The admonitions of con- 
science became weaker and weak- 


er; and he had seldom a single 


check, even when he thought him- 
self very near destruction. But 
it was on this voyage that the 
Lord’s gracious design of deliver- 
ing him from his wretched and 
carnal state was to be manifested. 
Among the few books on board, 
was Stanhope’s Thomas a Kem- 
pis ; he took it up carelessly, as 
he had often done before, merely 
to pass away the time; but a 


thought darted into his mind—-‘ © 


“ What if these things should be 
true?” The thought was unwel- 
come: he therefore dismissed it, 
shut the book, and joined in vain 
conversation. 

But the Lord’s time was come ; 
and the conviction he was so un- 
willing to receive, was to be more 
deeply impressed on his mind by 
an awful dispensation. He went 
to bed with his usual security ; 
but was awakened from a sound 
sleep, by the force of a violent sea, 
which broke on board. The wa- 
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ter filled his cabin; anda cry was 
heard that the ship was sinking. 
The sea had torn away the upper 
timbers on one side, and made a 
mere wreck in a few minutes. It 
was astonishing that any of the 
crew survived to relate the story ; 
and their preservation was almost 
miraculous. Towards morning 
the wind abated; and they were 
enabled to use some means for 
their safety, which succeeded be- 
yond expectation. 

At the beginning of the hurry 
he was little affected; but after 
some reflection, he said, almost 
without any meaning, “If this 
will not do, the Lord have mercy 
upon us!” This was the first de- 
sire he had breathed for mercy 
for many years; but instantly the 
thought occurred, “ What mercy 
can there be for me?” He now 
began to dread the thoughts of 
death ; apprehending that, if the 
christian religion were indeed 
true, he could not be forgiven. 
He now began to reflect on his 
former religious professions ; the 
calls, warnings, and wonderful de- 
liverances he had met with; his 
licentious course of conversation ; 
and especially his profane ridicule 
of the Bible. At first, he con- 
cluded that his sins were too great 
to be forgiven ; and many awful 
passages of scripture returned to 
his memory, which seemed to suit 
his case, and to brine with them 
a presumptive proof of their di- 
vine original.* Thus he waited 
with fear and a kind of impatience, 
to know the worst of his inevitable 
doom. 

About six in the evening the 
ship was freed from water, and a 
gleam of hope arose. He thought 


* Particularly Proverbs i. 24—31. 
Heb. vi. 4, 6. 2 Pet. ii, 20. 
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he saw the hand of God displayed 
in his favor. He began to pray; 
—he thought ef Jesus,—that Je- 
sus whom he had so often derid- 
ed ;—he recollected the particu- 
lars of his life and of his death,—a 
death for sins not his own ; but for 
those who, in their distress, should 
put their trust in him. He had 
many painful reasonings about the 
truth of scripture; but he saw 
the necessity of a Mediator ;—on 
the gospel plan, he perceived at 
least a peradventure of hope ; but 
on every other side, nothing but 
black despair. 

On the 8th of April, 1748, af- 
ter being reduced to the lowest 
extremity, and in great danger of 
being starved to death, they an- 
chored in Lough Swilley, in Ire- 
land. The fears of sinking and 
starving he had shared in com- 
mon with others; but he had a 
heart-bitterness peculiarly his 
own. His companions in danger 
soon forgot it all; but it was not 
so with him: he was touched with 
a sense of the undeserved mercy 
he had received ; he was affected 
with the recollection of his mis- 
spent life; and was at once hap- 
pily freed from his deeply-rooted 
habit of swearing. 

During his stav in Ireland, 
while the ship was repairing, his 
health was recruited, and he be- 
came a serious professor of relig- 
ion ; went twice a day to church ; 
took the sacrament; and made a 
solemn surrender of himself to 
God. He had yet much to learn ; 
his views of the gospel-salvation 
were indistinct ; but he was sin- 
cere, according to his knowledge ; 
and experienced a degree of peace 
and satisfaction in his mind, to 
which he had before been a per- 
fect stranger. 


+ Concerning his state of mind at 
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While here he wrote to his fa- 
ther ; from whom he received 
some affectionate letters. He was 
just going out governor of York 
Fort, in Hudson’s Bay ; and sail- 
ed before Mr. N. could see him. 
He never returned to England, 
but was drowned while bathing, 
just before the ship arrived in the 
Bay. 

Mr. Newton reached Liverpool 
in May, 1748, where the Lord 
had provided him another father, 
in the late Mr. Joseph Manesty, a 
merchant of that town ; who treat- 
ed him with peculiar kindness, 
and took upon himself the care 
of providing for him. He short- 
ly offered him the command of a 
ship: this, however, he prudently 
declined for the present ; but ac- 
cepted the station ofamate. He 
made a short visit to London, and 
from thence to Kent, where he 
obtained an interview with Miss 
—-; and, before he left England, 
their intended union was agreed 
upon, his father having previously 
expressed his approbation. 

On his voyage to Guinea, his 
religious fervor gradually abated ; 
—he grew slack in waiting on the 
Lord; became vain and trifling in 
his conversation, and seemed al- 
most to forget the divine mercies. 
The remembrance of this sad de- 
cline proved, however, a useful 
lesson of instruction, by which he 
learnt how incapable he was of 
standing a single hour, without 
fresh supplies of strength and 
erace from Jesus. A violent fe- 


this time, he says, in the Preface to 
** Letters to a Wife,”—*‘ I was no 
longer an infidel, or a libertine. I 
had some serious thoughts ; was con- 
siderably reformed, but too well satis- 
fiec with my reformation. If I had any 
spiritual light, it was butas the first 
faint streaks of the early dawn.” p. 5. 
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ver, with which he was visited, 
broke the chain, and once more 
brought him to himself. He was 
then exceedingly distressed ; and, 
retiring to a sequestered spot, 
poured out his soul before the 
Lord ;—he was enabled to hope 
and believe in a crucified Saviour ; 
the burden was removed from his 
conscience ; and not only his 
peace, but his health was speedi- 
ly restored. 

On his return to Liverpoo!, af- 
ter settling the ship’s affairs, he 
repaired to Kent. All obstacles 
to his long-expected union were 
now removed, and he was mar- 
ried in Feb. 1750. 

In the month of June, however, 
duty again called him abroad ;* 
and he sailed from Liverpool in 
August, commander of a good 
ship. He had now the care of 
about thirty persons, whom he 
treated with great humanity, and 
kept up the worship of God among 
them. On this voyage, he pur- 
sued his study of Latin ; and mas- 
tered, though with much difficul- 
ty, Terence, Virgil, Livy, Sallust, 


* Speaking of this separation, in 
the Preface before mentioned, he 
says, ** The necessity of being absent 
from her, which then seemed to me 
bitter as death, I have now reason to 
acknowledge as one of the chief mer- 
cies of my life. If I could have ob- 
tained my fond short-sighted wish, 
and have continued with her, I see 
that, humanly speaking, it would have 
proved the ruin of us both.” 

To alleviate the pains of absence, 
Mr. Newton had recourse to writing, 
even while at sea, two or threé times 
a week, though no conveyance offered 
for six or eight months together, “I 
have,” says he (Letter xi. page 163) 
**to the amount of near two hundred 
sheets of paper now lying in my bu- 
reau of that correspondence.”—A se- 
lection of these Letters was publish- 
ed by Mr. Newton, after the death 
of Mrs. Newton, in two volumes. 
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&c. He returned to England in 
Nov. i751. 

In July, 1752, he commenced 
a second voyage to Africa; dur- 
ing which he was wonderfully 
preserved in the midst of many 
dangers, and especially from a 
conspiracy among the crew to 
turn pirates and seize the ship. 
His stay on the coast was long ; 
the trade precarious ; and he was 
in “ deaths oft ;” but he was as 
marvellously delivered, and re- 
turned to Liverpool in August, 
17558. 

His third voyage, as master of 
the vessel, which commenced in 
about six weeks after his return, 
was shorter and less perplexed 
than either of the former : he left 
the coast in about four months, 
and sailed for St. Kitt’s. On this 
passage he was visited with a fe- 
ver, which gave him a very near 
prospect of eternity : but his hopes 
were greater than his fears, and 
he was enabled to wait the event 
without much anxiety. The Lord 
appeared in his favor, and he ar- 
rived in the West Indies perfect- 
ly recovered. On his arrival 
there, he found much spiritual 
profit from the conversation of a 
Capt. Clunie, a member of Mr. 
Brewer’s church, at Stepney ; he 
received an increase of knowl- 
edge ; and his conceptions of di- 
vine truth became much more 
clear and evangelical.* He arriv- 
ed safe at Liverpool, in August, 
1754. 


- 


_* See a volume entitled, The Chris- 
tian Correspondent ; or a Series of 
Letters, written by Mr. Newton to 


Captain Clunie, from 1761 to 1770. 


In the first of these Letters (page 6) 
he says, ** 1 often think of you with 
peculiar pleasure and thankfulness, 
as by you the Lord was pleased to 
bring me to know his people. Your 


Vor. 1. Mew Serive. 
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By the beginning of Novembet' 
he was again ready for sea; but 
the Lord saw fit to over-rule his 
design. He had been, in general, 
satisfied with the slave-trade, not 
having the least scruple, at that 
time, as to its lawfulness, and con- 
sidering it as the appointment 
which Providence had marked out 
for him; yet, he looked upon 
himself a$ a sort of gaoler or turn- 
key ; and was sometimes shocked 
with an employment that was per- 
petually conversant with chains, 
bolts, and shackles. In this view; 
he had often prayed to be fixed in 
a more humane calling, and in 
which he might enjoy the means 
of grace. His prayers were an- 
swered ; but in an unexpected 
way. When he was within two 
days of sailing, while sitting at tea 
with Mrs. Newton, he was suds 
denly seized with a fit, which last- 
ed about an hour, and produced 
effects which rendered it impru- 
dent to proceed on the voyage ;— 
he therefore resigned the com- 
mand, and was thus freed from 
that detestable service, and from 
the calamitous consequences of 
that voyage, in which the captain 
and many of the crew died ; and 
the vessel was brought home with 
great difficulty. | 

Disengaged from business, he 
spent most of the following year 
in London and in Kent; but he 
was exercised with a new trial ; 
for Mrs. Newton was taken ill, 
and, for many months, reduced to 
the lowest state. 

In London, he ¢ommenced a 
religious acquaintance with many 
excellent persons,particularly with 
Mr. Brewer, of Stepney ; whose 


conversation was much blessed to me, 
* St. “a A and the little knowl- 
edge I have of men and things, took 
* rise from thence.” si 
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friendship and ministry proved of 
Tg advantage to him. The Rev. 

r. Hayward was another of his 
intimate friends. He was also in- 
troduced to the Rev. Mr. White- 
field, whose ministry was exceed- 
ingly useful to him. 

In August, 1755, he received, 
through the kind procurement of 
Mr. M. an appointment to the 
office of tide-surveyor of the port 
of Liverpool. This place, though 
unsought for by himself, was the 
very thing he could have wished, 
as it afforded. him. much leisure, 
and the liberty of living in his own 
way.* His circumstances now 
became as smooth and uniform for 
some years, as before they had 
been stormy and various. At that 
time, religion was at alow ebb in 
Liverpool; yet he founda godly 
few, with whom his association was 
pleasant and profitable. About the 
year 1757, he increased his relig- 
ious acquaintance in. and about 


* * F entered’ upon: my business 
yesterday (Aug. 19). I find my duty 
is to attend the tides. one week, and 
visit the ships that arrive, and such as 
are in the river; andthe other week, 
to inspect the vessels in the docks. 
I have a good office, with fire and 
candle ; fifty or sixty people under my 
direction, with a handsome six-oared 
boat, and a coxswain to row me 
about.” — Letters to a Wife, vol. ii. 
page 6. 

‘* When I think of my settlement 
here, and the manner of it, Isee the 
appointment of Providence so good 
and gracious, and such a plain answer 
to my poor prayers, that I cannot but 
wonder and adore. My predecessor, 
Mr..C ——, had no intention to resign 
his place as reported ; but the report 
put Mr. M on an application to 
Mr. S——(the member for the town) 
for the place; and the very day he 
received the promise in my favour, 
re Pp ala —— his bed, 
though he was perfectly well the night 
before.”—Lbid. p, 17. , ‘s 





Leeds, where the gospel flourished, 

He was now desirous of improv- 
ing his mind in the best kind of 
knowledge, and spent his leisure 
hours in the study of the Greek 
Testament, and of the Hebrew 
Bible. He kept up also a course 
of reading in the best writers of 
divinity, in French and Latin, as 
well as in English. 

About this time he turned his 
thoughts towards the work of the 
ministry ; his first inclination to 
which, arose from a reflection 
on Gal. i. 28, 24. He could not 
but wish for an opportunity to 
testify the riches of divine grace. 
He thought, and justly thought, 
that above most men living, he 
was the fittest to proclaim that 
faithful saying, “That Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save 
the chief of sinners ;” and as his 
life had been full of remarkable 
turns, he thought himself selected 
to show what the Lord could do; 
entertaining the pleasing hope 
that, perhaps, sooner or later, the 
Lord would call him into his ser- 
vice. Writing to Captain Clunie, 
July 30, 1762, he says, “I believe 
Ihave, in some degree, that in- 
ward call,—that desire and pre- 
ference to the service, and a little 
measure of that experience, and 
those gifts, which would justify 
my embracing a proper invitation, 
or opening, whenever it shall hap- 
pen: till then I shall wait.”—*T 
hope it is not a high conceit of 
myself, which makes me want to 
rush upon that important service ; 
but a serious regard for the hon- 
our of God, the good of souls, and 
especially the constraining force 
of that love, which spared me, the 
chief of sinners, to be a pattern 
and encouragement for others te 
believe in his name.” 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


ON THE PREVALENCE AND EVIL OF LOOSE AND AINDISTINCT IDEAS 
OF RELIGION. 


Man, on the dubious waves of error toss’d, 
His ship half founder’d, and his compass lost, 
Sees, far as human optics may command, 

A sleeping fog, and fancies it dry land, 


‘Spreads all his canvass, every sinew plies, 
Pants for’t, aims at it, enters it, and dies. 


ReEt11G10n obtains a place in the 
vocabulary of almost all nations. 
But when it is not taken in a 
christian sense, how various and 
even contradictory is its import? 
How small a portion of mankind 
can harmonize in their religious 
rites! and how few of those who 
do thus harmonize are able to ex- 
plain the nature and propriety of 
their ceremonies! Even the chris- 
tian religion, which is directly cal- 
culated to enlighten the mind, and 
to relieve it from suspense, is 
viewed, perhaps I may say by the 
majority of those who have heard 
of a Saviour, as having nothing 
very definite or important in its 
character. Or if it be allowed to 
contain any thing applicable to 
our condition, it is complimented 
by an unfeeling and sullen ac- 
knowledgmenrt, rather than by a 
careful examination and a wel- 
come reception of its doctrines. 

It is the practical language of 
the multitude ; “ Let us not trou- 
ble ourselves with such concerns; 
or at most, let us not be over 
scrupulous in selecting models of 
conduct, or fixing upon invariable 
standards of sentiment.” At in- 
tervals, it is true, they may be 
more seriously disposed. There 
is in all men something which, at 
umes, prompts them to regard 
religion. But their regard is sel- 
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dom marked by any determinate 
object in view. They gaze upon 
it occasionally, as they gaze upon 
a cloud, which has no definite 
shape or size. And as a cioud 
may sometimes bring rain and 
lightning, so may religion, for 
aught they know, involve :conse- 
quences which may render it no- 
ticeable, provided it donot disturb 
their minds, nor intrude upon 
their pleasures. They keep it at 
a distance, and now and then look 
at the obscure, half-visible object, 
as coasting sailors often look at 
the far distant harbor, as their 
only asylum. when overtaken bya 
sterm. ~ Religion sounds in their 
ears like an almost forgotten tale. 
They can recognize none of its 
peculiar features—none of its dis- 
tinguishing marks. They may 
indeed remember to have heard, 
that it offers salvation from pun- 
ishment, but forget that this offer 
is founded on the condition of re- 
pentance.and new obedience. Per- 
haps also they may recollect, that 
it requires us to be charitable in 
our opinions; but this recollection 
serves only to contaminate their 
principles, by preparing them to 
tolerate every species of error. 
Smooth things are always pal- 
atable. Man is by nature a dupe 
to flattery. He listens with avid- 
ity to those parts of the tale, which 
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confirm his present security ; but 
over those which disturb his re- 
pose or alarm his apprehensions, 

e, with a Dedalian craft, casts a 
thick cloud of indifference or un- 
belief. He fears to examine the 
principles of that religion, which 
condemns his character, and re- 
fers him to the chancery of heav- 
en for the decision of his future 
destiny. He treads with cautious 
reluctance the threshold of that 
sanctuary, in which the servant of 
God addresses him as a sinner, ex- 
posed to the wrath of an offended 
judge. He retreats from the ex- 
amination of the scriptures, al- 
though they contain the words of 
eternal life. But as he retires 
from this fountain of knowledge 
and blessedness, he alas! too fre- 
quently takes a fatal glance at the 
words, * God is merciful, and is 
no respecter of persons,” and 
sinks into Universalism, or unin- 
terrupted security, being given 
over, perhaps, to believe a lie. 
The most that multitudes can say 
of revelation is, that it is a book 
containing doctrines, which, they 
never noticed, or precepts which 
they have forgotten. 

I would not intimate that all 
men are alike remiss in the inves- 
tigation of moral subjects. There 
is doubtless a great difference 
among them, according to their 
education, habits, and prejudices. 
But we are all witnesses, that by 
far the greater portion of mankind 
assume the shield of Felix ; “Go 
thy way for this time,” and with 
it ward off the arrows of convic- 
tion, and repel the force of reason 
and truth. Thousands have been 
accustomed to wrap the gospel in 
a shroud, considering its doctrines 
too gloomy to be examined, and 
jts sanctions too frightful to be 
delineated. Their guilty souls 
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take the alarm at the first ap- 
proach of any definite idea con- 
cerning a change of heart, the 
cross of Christ, and the future 
misery of the finally impenitent. 
Every distinct ray of truth betrays 
their defections; therefore they 
will not come to the light, lest their 
deeds should be made manifest. 

It were easy to adduce further 
proof of the prevailing looseness 
and indistinctness of men’s ideas 
concerning religion, and other 
subjects intimately connected with 
the best interests of man. But it 
is needless. The world is full 
of indistinct conception, irregular 
thought, and wavering sentiment. 
Sudden flights of fancy supersede 
the labor of thorough investiga- 
tion ; and principles of universal 
application are hastily and absurd- 
ly deduced from the partialities of 
self-interest. 

The scenes of life are painted 
by the mind in high colours. 
They are portrayed as we wish 
them to be, and not as they really 
are. All our objects of pursuit 
are spangled with gold, and illu- 
mined by the rays of hope, even 
at the moment when experience, 
reason, and revelation assure us, 
that we shall reap a harvest of ad- 
versity and pain. Misfortune, 
when it is specific, and sure to be- 
fall us, is frequently overcast with 
a blur or a Aofie-not. As we all 
dread disasters, so the mind, with 
reluctance and pain, examines an 
impending evil. The common, 
though often pernicious maxim, 
“hope for the best,” does, in a 
thousand instances, while it di- 
minishes the terror of our appre- 
hensions, add poignancy to that 
misfortune, which, had it been dis- 
tinctly foreseen, might have been 
remedied, or borne with aati 
fortitude. 
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I shall now attempt to show, in 
four particulars, how a habit of 
distinct conception may be form- 
ed. 

1. Awake from habitual slum- 
ber. How great a portion of man- 
kind drowse all their days, as the 
animal of the forest lies in a for- 
getful stupor, amid the inclem- 
ency of winter? They “ rather 
sigh and groan,” and sleep, “ than 
live.’ A dead weight in the bot- 
tom of a ship, is of service to keep 
it upright, and thus to prevent its 
sinking ; but when these sluggish 
mortals are embosomed in a com- 
munity, their weight is too griev- 
ous to be borne. What a vast 
sacrifice is made by that wretch, 
who, through his own indecision 
and idle vagaries, suffers the 
clouds of doubt and uncertainty 
to obscure his prospects! How 
heaven-provoking is his conduct, 
who voluntarily gropes in dark- 
ness, because he refuses to open 
the eyes, which his Maker has 
given him ! 

2, Estimate objects according 
to their real importance. 

We should bear in mind, that 
the value of a thing is not always 
proportioned to the avidity with 
which it is sought, Hence it is, 
that the interests of the soul, as 
they are regarded by the multi- 
tude, are passed by without con- 
cern. Nothing is more impor- 
tant, than that we should ascertain 
the real value of objects, by weigh- 
ing them in the balance of reason 
and truth. This practice, if be- 
gun in good earnest, will induce 
a habit of systematic thought, and 


- accurate research. He, who has 


once experienced a less or great- 
er good, will, if rightly disposed, 
compute the probable influence of 
the same blessing, had it been 
conferred upon his neighbor, or 


upon the community at large ; 
and the accuracy of his computa- 
tion will be exactly proportioned 
to the importance of the blessing, 
as realized by himself. 

3. Imitate the virtuous in their 
most splendid actions and senti- 
ments, I am, as much as any 
one, opposed to a servile depend- 
ence, and an habitual distrust of 
one’s own discernment. This 
kind of imitation is not intended. 
To take the advantage of a virtu- 
ous example, by following it, does 
not impair the independence of 
sentiment. Itis agreeable to the 
divine constitution, that every gen- 
eration should avail itself of the 
improvements of preceding ages. 
Nor do we esteem it a disgraceful 
dependence, that, as we are ad- 
vancing in literature, we are also 
travelling a road which was open- 
ed for us, by the efforts of our an- 
cestors. In morals also, the same 
advantage might accrue from a 
wise regard to principles of truth 
already established. Were every 
person to form his system of 
morals entirely upon his own rea- 
son and experience, without re- 
gard to those of a former age, 
men would make but feeble ad- 
vances towards any thing definite 
or certain. 

Above all; consult divine in- 
spiration. Upon opening the 
scriptures, we find sacred won- 
ders. Its doctrines are universal 
in their extent, and definite in 
their application. In it we behold 
nothing calculated to flatter pride, 
or elevate self; but its whole ten- 
dency is to depreciate our own 
characters, to humble man, and to 
exalt the Lord. As we turnover 
the pages of inspiration, we are 
at once introduced into a sacred 
field. There we behold the mist, 
which enveloped the speculations 
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of the ancient philosophers, en- 
tirely swept away. There we see 
truth disrobed of its false apparel, 
and freed from the shackles of 
imposture and sophistry. By its 
light we have the origin of our 
existence ; find ourselves on a 
rapid march to immortality ; dis- 
cover our relation to God, and find 
data upon which we may calcu- 
late our future destiny. 

This light confessedly shines 
ana dark place, since by it, we 
discover the moral turpitude of 
the heart; its impatience of di- 
vine control; its aversion to 
known duty, and its entire oppo- 
sition toa most holy God. At 
the same time that we discover 
the attributes of Jehovah, we find 
his majesty accessible, his justice 
mingled with clemency, and his 
power every moment exerted in 
our behalf. Such is not the god 
of fancy. Such is not the god, 
which is discovered by the feeble 
enquiries of benighted, and unas- 
sisted reason. Reason indeed en- 
thrones a god; but according to 
raany of the ancient philosophers, 
he neither sees nor regards the 
conduct of men. Unnoticed by 
him, the elements play at random ; 
and man, an object too small to 
share his attention, passes unre- 
garded into eternity ! 

Among the ancients, many of 
whom were the greatest men the 
world ever saw, we behold all full 
of doubt and uncertainty. Hesi- 
tation arrests the pen, and new 
difficulties suspend the judgment. 
Darkness thickens, as they ad- 
vance, and the field, which they 
explore with a philosophic eye, be- 
comes a field luxuriant with folly. 
Whither, O boasted reason, whith- 
er will thy speculations lead us! 

But how speedily is the gloom 
and uncertainty, which gather 


round the brow of unenlightened 

reason, dissipated by the radiance 
of revelation ? Inspiration kindles 
the fire of true devotion ; leads us 

by a path which we know not; 

defines the qualities which are in- 
troductory to eternal happiness ; 
distinctly marks its objects; dis- 
plays its own benevolence, and 
by an unparallelled eloquence, de- 
mands the assent of the heart. It 
expresses a tender regard for the 
body and the soul, by providing 
for both. It inculcates submis- 
sion to rulers, without directly in- 
terfering with the policy of the 
world. It regulates the passions, 
by explaining their proper use ; 
subdues ambition by showing the 
folly and the vanity of the world ; 
represses the desire of wealth, by 
reducing our estimation of this 
life, and teaching us to proportion 
our schemes of worldly grandeur, 
to the fewness of our real wants 5 
and by explaining the nature and 
value of the soul, instructs us to 
prepare for heaven. What can 
be more clear? What more cer- 
tain? As every object of inspira- 
tion is important, so it is distinct, 
and clearly defined. And he that 
often repairs to it for instruction, 
will find that the improvement of 
his mind will keep pace with that 
of his heart. 

Upon a review therefore of what 
has been said, let him who is dis- 
posed to contemplate this subject 
remember, that a confusion of 
thought is very prevalent; that dis- 
tinct ideas are indispensable, and 
that a habit of acquiring them, can 
easily be formed. Let lim take the 
word of God for his guide, and the 
conduct of the righteous for his 
example. Then it shall appear, 


«« That ~. his prospects brightening to the 
ast, 
His heaven commences ere the world be past.”” 
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ANSWER TO CANDIDUS, ON THE 
AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE TO 
THE HEBREWS. 


Messrs. Editors, 


In the Panoplist for January, is 
contained an attempt to prove that 
Apollos was the original writer of 
the Epistle tothe Hebrews. The 
letter of Canpipus certainly de- 
serves a reply. I have expected 
to find, in every succeeding num- 
ber of the Panoplist, a confuta- 
tion of the arguments of Venema, 
and a summary of the evidence, 
which may be brought in support 
of the commonly received opinion 
that Paul was the author of that 
Epistle, which Venema, Candidus 
and some other. learned men, at- 
tribute to one who was not an 
apostle. Hitherto my expecta- 
tions have been vain. 

Canpivvs has given the public 
an abridgment of the arguments 
of Venema: will you allow me to 
reply to him, by adducing some 
ef the arguments, by which Dr. 
Macknight opposes. the doctrines 
maintained by Venema ? 

1. The most ancient, and by 
far the most universal tradition of 
the church, has constantly as- 
eribed the epistle to the Hebrews 
to the apostle Paul. Eusebius, 
Eccles. Hist. b. vi. c. 25. cites 
Origen as saying in his Homilies 
on the Hebrews ; “ If any church 
holds this epistle to be Paul’s it is 
to be commended for so doing. 
For the ancients did not rashly 
hand it down as Paul’s.” Upon 
this quotation from Origen, Hal- 
let observes: “it is very certain 
then, that the churches and 
writers, who were ancient with 
respect to Origen, must have con- 
versed with the apostles them- 
selves, or at least with their im- 
mediate successors.” “ Since this 
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tradition was ancient in the days 
of Clement of Alexandria and 
Origen, about one hundred and 
thirty years after the epistle was 
written, it must have had its rise 
in the days of St. Paul himself, 
and so cannot reasonably be con- 
tested.” Lardiner says, (Canon, 
vol. ii. p. 331.) “Clement of 
Alexandria, before the end of the 
second century, received this 
epistle as Paul’s, and quoted it as 
his, frequently, and without any 
doubt or hesitation.” Now, if 
this tradition originated while 
Paul was alive, either Paul or 
those to whom the epistle was 
directed, would have contradicted 
the tradition, had it not been found- 
ed on truth. 

2. If an author’s method of 
handling his men together 
with his manner of reasoning, are 
sure marks by which he may be 
distinguished, as all good judges 
of composition allow, we shall 
without hesitation pronounce Paul 
the writer of the epistle to the 
Hebrews. For in this letter we 
find that overflowing of sentiment 
briefly expressed, which distin- 
guishes Paul from all other 
writers. In this also, are abrupt 
transitions from the subject 
im hand, to something subor- 
dinate; but at the same time 
connected with it, which having 
pursued for a little while, the 
writer returns to his subject, and 
illustrates it by arguments of great 
force, couched, sometimes in a 
short expression, and sometimes. 
in a single word, all which are: 
peculiar to Paul. In this Epistle 
likewise, contrary to the practice. 
of other writers, butin Paul’sman- 
ner, we meet with many eliptical 
expressions, which are to be sup- 
plied, either from the foregoing, 
er from the following clauses. In 
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it also, as in Paul’s acknowledged 
epistles, we find reasonings ad- 
dressed to the thoughts of the 
reader, and answers to objections 
not proposed, because being ob- 
vious, the writer knew they would 
naturally occur, and _ therefore 
needed to be removed. Lastly, 
after Paul’s manner, the author of 
the epist!e to the Hebrews, has 
subjoined to his reasonings many 
exhortations to piety and virtue. 
These peculiarities of style, which 
are found in no other writings, 
beside Paul’s acknowledged epis- 
tles and this epistle to the He- 
brews, plainly point out the apos- 
tle Paul, and not Apollos, as the 
author of that last mentioned, 
learned and sublime writing. 

Should it be granted, that the 
stile of this letter is more “ round, 
rhetorical, oratorical,” than that 
of Paul’s other epistles, it would 
only prove that this might be 
Paul’s masterpiece in energetic, 
inspired eloquence. Canpipus 
would not surely reason thus: 
‘the Rambler is superior in ele- 
gance to Johnson’s other writings: 
and therefore Johnson was not 
the writer of the Rambler.” 
When Paul wrote this epistle he 
may have improved his style by 
use; or he may have been most 
eloquent here, because he was op- 
posing his former errors. His ar- 
dent love to his kindred accord- 
ing to the flesh, his desire that 
they should be converted to 
christianity, and his early ac- 
quaintance with the typical ordi- 
nances, which he explained, may 
have had an united influence upon 
his manner of writing. 

But, it may be doubted whether 
there be a manifest superiority in 
the style ofthis epistle,over the oth- 
er epistles ascribed to Paul. For, 
not to mention that the sublimest 
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passages in this epistle are those 
quoted from the Old Testament, 
I, without hesitation affirm, that 
the epistles to the Ephesians, to 
the Colossians, and to Philemon, 
in respect of sentiment and lan- 
guage, will easily bear to be set 
in competition with the epistle to 
the Hebrews; especially the epis- 
tle to the Ephesians ; : concerning 
which Grotius has said, that é¢ sur- 
frasseth all human eloguence. And 
yet, strange to tell! the same 
Grotius has given it as his opin- 
ion, that the excellency of the 
style of the epistle to the Hebrews, 
is a proof, that it was not written 
by Paul. 

3. In the epistle to the He- 
brews, there are many sentiments 
and expressions, which Paul has 
used in the epistles acknowledged 
to be his. The following are ex- 
amples. Heb.i.2. Heir of all 
things, and ver. 3. an image of his 
substance, are parallel to Col. i. 15. 
The image of the invisible God, the 
Jirst born of every creature. Heb. 
li. 7. Thou hast made him for e 
little while less than angels, thou 
hast crowned him with glory and 
honor, and hast set him over the 
works of thy hands: are senti- 
ments parallel to Philip. ii. 8. 
Being in fashion as a man, he hum- 
bled himself, becoming obedient to 
death, even the death of the cross, 
ver. 9, And therefore God hath 
exceedingly exalted him, and hath 
bestowed on hima name which is 
above every name. 10. That at 
the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in Heaven, 
xc. See also, Ephes. i. 20,21, and 
22. What is said in Heb. v. 12. 
about milk as food for babes, but 
strong meat for full grown men, 
we have in 1 Cor. iii. 2. Milk £ 
gave you, and not meat, tc. Heb. 
viii. 1. Who sat down at the 
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right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens: and Heb. 
xii. 2. Sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God ; are expres- 
sions similar to Ephes. i. 20, 
And set him at his own right hand 
in heavenly filaces. Heb. x. 1. 
The law containing a shadow of 
good things to come: is the same 
with Col. ii. 17. Which are a 
shadow of things to come, Com- 
pare Heb. x. 33. with 1 Cor. iv. 
9. and Heb. xiii. 16. with Philip. 
iv. 18—The writer of the epistle 
to the Hebrews, chap. x. 30, 
quoting Deut. xxxil. 35. adds the 
words, saith the Lord, which are 
neither in the Hebrew nor in the 
Septuagint ; just as Paul has done 
in two of his citations from the 
Old Testament, Rom. xiv. 11. and 
2 Cor. vi. 17.—In Heb. xiii. 18. 
the writer of this epistle says, 
We are fully persuaded we have a 
sood conscience. The same de- 
claration Paul made before the 
council, Acts xxiii. 1. and before 
Felix, Acts xxiv. 16. and to the 
Corinthians, 2Cor.i. 12,—Heb. 
xli. 14. Follow freace with all men. 
Rom. xii. 18. Live freaceadly with 
all men.—In Heb. xiii. 20, God is 
called, Zhe God of Peace. This 
title is given to God no where 
but in Paul’s writings, Rom. xv. 
33—xvi. 20, and 2 Cor. xiii, 11. 
Philip. iv. 9. 1 Thes. v. 23. and 2 
Thes. iil. 16. In Heb. xii. 1, 2, 
3, 12, are beautiful allusions to 
the athletic exercises, to which 
there are many similar allusions 
in Paul’s other epistles. 

It iS froasible that Luke or Ap- 
pollos may have been the writer 
of these expressions, but it is not 
hrobable. Thisremarkable coinci- 
dence of sentiments and expres- 
sions in the epistle to the Hebrews, 
with the sentiments and expres- 
s:ons in Payl’s acknowledced epis- 
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tles, is no small presumption that 
this epistle also is of his writing. 

4. In the epistle to the He- 
brews, there are interpretations of 
some passages of the Jewish 
scriptures, which may properly 
be called Paul’s, because they are 
to be found only in his writings. 
For example, Psalm ii. 7. My soz 
thou art: to-day I have begotten 
thee ; is applied to Jesus, Heb. i. 
5. just as Paul applied the same 
passage, Acts xill. 33.—In like 
manner, the explication of Psalm 
vill. 4. and cx. 1. given by Paul, i 
Cor. xv. 25. 27. is found Heb. ii. 
7, 8.—So also the explication of 
the covenant with Abraham, giv- 
en in Heb. vi. 14, 18.is no where 
found but in Paul’s epistle to the 
Gal. ili. 8, 9, 14, 18. 

5. There are, in thé epistle to 
the Hebrews, doctrines which 
none of the inspired writers have 
mentioned, except Paul. In par- 
ticular the doctrines of the me- 
diation and intercession of Christ 
explained, Heb. iv. 15, 16. vii. 
22, 25, are no where found in the 
books of the New Testament, ex- 
cept in Paul’s epistles, Rom. viii. 
34, and Gal. iii. 19, 20. The 
title of Mediator, which is given 
to Jesus, Heb. vii. 22. viii. 6. ix. 
15, and xii. 24, is no where ap- 
plied to Jesus, except.in Paul’s 
epistles, 1. Tim. ii. 5—In like 
manner, none of the inspired wri- 
ters, except Paul, (Heb. viii, 1— 
4,) have informed us that Christ 
offered the sacrifice of himself in 
heaven. And that he did not ex 
ercise his priestly office on earth, 
but only in heaven. 

6. In the epistle ‘to the He- 
brews, we find such enlarged 
views of the divine dispensations 
respecting religion; such an ex- 
tensive knowledge of the Jewish 
scriptures, according to their an- 
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cient and true interpretation; such 
a deep insight also into the most 
recondite meanings. of these scrip- 
tures, and such admirable rea- 
sonings founded thereon for the 
confirmation of the gospel reve- 
Jation, as clearly point us to the 
most learned of the apostles, as 
being the writer. Although A- 
pollos was mighty in the scriptures, 
when compared with his Alexan- 
drian brethren, and eloquent in 
his manner of speaking; yet he 
needed to be more accurately in- 
structed by Aquila: while Paul 
had profited in the Jewish religion, 
and the types explained in the 
epistle tothe Hebrews above many 
of his fellow-students ; had seen 
Jesus Christ, who called him to the 
apostleship ; and had been caught 
up by Christ into the third heaven. 

In addition to this positive evi- 
dence, it may be observed, that 
there is no substantial objection 
against the opinion, that Paul 
wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
The want of Paul’s name is no 
valid objection. The three epis- 
tles of John are universally ac- 
knowledged to. be the production 
of his pen, notwithstanding his 
name is nowhere inserted in them. 
Paul indeed commonly introduced 
his epistles with his name, and the 
assertion of his apostleship ; but 
there are important reasons for 
the deviation in tle present case. 
1. The doctrines, which he set 
forth in the epistle to the Hebrews, 
were wholly founded by him on 
the Jewish scriptures, and not on 
the authority of the writer. 2. 
Paul was the apostle to the 
Gentiles. In writing to the He- 
brews, he did not assume his 
apostolic character, because the 
unbelieving Jews and Judaizing 
christians traduced him as an 
apostate. His claim to apos- 
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tleship would not have been ad- 
mitted. For this reason, waving 
his claim to this high honor, he 
besouzht them ¢o suffer the word 
of exhortation ; (chap. xili, 22.) 
which well became him, who pro- 
fessed to become all things to 
all men, so far as he could lawful- 
ly, that he might gain the more 
to christianity. For this reason 
he protested, thatin the whole of | 
the doctrine delivered to them, | 
he had maintained a good con- 
science, chap. xiii. 18. 3. This 
epistle was more likely to be read 
by many zealots, whom Paul de- 
sired to convince and convert, if 
sent forth without a name, than it 
would have been had Paul prefix- 
ed hisown name. So many rea- 
sons cannot be adduced why A: 
pollos should not have given his 
name to the performance, unless 
this be the first, that Apollos was 
not the writer of it; for the name 
of a popular preacher or writer 
often goes farther with mankind 
than his sentiments. 

No passage in the epistle fur- 
nishesa valid objection. Candidus, | 
or Venema, considers chap. xiii. 
17, 18, 19, 22. as agreeing better 
with Apollos than Paul; but has 
not satisfied me that Paul might 
not exhort the Hebrews ¢o obey 
their rulers, with as much pro- | 
priety as Apollos: or with as | 
much propriety say, ‘pray for 
us ;” “we are confident that we 
have a good conscience ;” “I 
the more earnestly beseech you 
to do. this, that I may be re- 
stored to you the sooner ;” and 
“ suffer this word of'exhortation.” | 

In chap. il. 3. the writer does | 
not say that he recetved the doc- 
trines of Christ from other wit- — 
nesses ; nor does he disclaim an 
immediate revelation. He mere- 
ly says, “how shall we escape if 
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we neglect so great a salvation, 
which beginning to be spoken by 
the Lord, was confirmed to us by 
them who heard him!” Now 
Paul often appeals to the testimo- 
ny of eye-witnesses for the con- 
firmation of things made known 
to himself by revelation. See Acts 
xili. 30, 31. 1 Cor. xv. 5, 6, 7; 
8. and 2 Tim. li. 2. Inthe same 
manner Peter appealed to the tes- 
timony of the other apostles. See 
1 Pet.i.12, So did Jude, ver. 17. 

Paul may have called his epis- 
tle to the Galatians a large letter, 
‘because he rarely, on account of 
some infirmity or many avoca- 
tions, wrote so long a letter as 
that with his own hand: and in 
Heb. xiii. 22, Paul may have 
said, as the writer does in the 
original, “ for indeed I have written 
to you briefly,” on account of the 
importance of the subjects, which 
he had discussed in few words. 

Candidus says, “It is more 
than doubtful whether Paul would 
have freely conversed in Italy, 
where Timothy was imprisoned, 
which however this author asserts 
chap. xiii. 23. But who, will 
venture to accuse Paul of cow- 
ardice? Let his sufferings in his 
master’s cause witness for him, 
against thischarge. Besides, it is 
not certain that Timothy was im- 
prisoned ; for Heb. xiii. 23. may 
be literally rendered thus : 
“ Know that our brother Timothy 
is sent away, with whom, if he 
come soon, I will see you.” The 
word exeaAsAvusvey, is rendered in 
this manner, in Math. xiv. 15. 
“Send away the multitudes.” 
Paul had probably sent Timothy 
away into Macedonia with an 
order to return and bring him 
an account of the state of the 
churches. See Philip. ii, 19,— 
24. Had Timothy been im- 
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prisoned, Paul would probably 
have intimated it in some of his 
epistles, for he was with the apos- 


tle the greater part of the time, 


while he was in bonds. See Phi- 
lip. i. 1.Col.i. 1.and Philem. ver. 1. 

Candidus asserts that the com- 
mon reading, in Heb. x. 34. is in- 
correct. I know not why the pre- 
sent reading may not be correctly 
and most literally rendered thus : 
“for ye even suffered with me in 
my bonds.” This implies that 
they jointly sympathized in his 
afflictions. The Alexandrian and 
Clermont MSS. two of Stephen’s 
MSS. the Syriac version, the St. 
German, and the Vulgate support 
the reading which Candidus 
deems correct; but the common 
reading is supported by the great- 
est number of ancient MSS. and 
therefore ought to be retained. 
The Alexandrian, St. German, 
and some other copies, were 
early corrected by the Vulgate, and 
therefore cannot have much credit 
with a biblical critic. 

The salutations from the chris- 
tians of Italy, show that the writer 


‘of this letter was either in Italy, 


or had some Italian brethren with 
him, which agrees with the sup- 
position, that Paul was the author 
of it. He had been two years a 
prisoner at Rome, but had now 
obtained his liberty, (ver. 23, of 
xiii. chap.) by means, as is sup- 
posed, of the persons converted 
under his ministry in the empe- 
ror’s family. See Philip, iv. 22. 
These arguments, which I 
have compiled from Macknight’s 
literal translation of the apos- 
tolical epistles, and nearly in the 
words of that learned man, ap- 
pear to me, to afford conclusive 
evidence that St. Paul, and not 


* Apollos, was the writer of the 


epistle to the Hebrews. 
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If Candidus will candidly con- 
sider them, I think he will be 
constrained, at least, to admit, 
that when he said there were 
“mighty exceptions” to his and 
Venema’s opinion, he ought to 
have given the name of Mack- 
NIGHT a place, beside the names 
of Mitzi and MicuHakE tis. 
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QUESTIONS RELATIVE TO CHURCH 
GOVERNMENT, PROPOSED AND 
ANSWERED. 


Question I. “IF acouncil, call- 
ed by a church for the purpose 
of ordaining a man to be her pas- 
tor, find him to be in their opin- 
ion heretical, and therefore refuse 
to ordain him; _ do they, by such 
refusal, leave him under an eccle- 
siastical censure.” 

Answer. To a right solution 
of this question, we must consider 
the design for which an ordaining 
council is convened, and the au- 
thority with which such council 
is invested. When a church, af- 
ter due trial, has elected one to 
be their pastor, it is incumbent 
on them to convene a council of 
the elders and delegates of the 
churches, with which they are in 
near and intimate connexion, to 
examine the man of their choice, 
and provided he be found quali- 
fied, to consecrate him to the work 
of the gospel ministry. The call- 
ing of delegates, to constitute a 
part of the council, j is proper and 
necessary to maintain the com- 
munion, ordzr, and edification of 
the churches. 

The churches of a particular 
neighborhood are more immedi- 
ately connected, and are more 
deeply interested in each other’s ec- 
clesiastical concerns,than churches 
at a distance. On these accounts, 


ordaining councils should be com- 
posed of elders and delegates from 
the vicinity of the church, over 
which the pastor is to be ordain- 
ed. When thereare churches of 
the same faith and order in the 
neighborhood, ordaining councils 
should be selected from them, in 
order more effectually to pre- 
serve christian faith, purity, and 
love. 

The church put their candi- 
date upon trial before the ordain- 
ing council. The candidate puts 
himself upon trial, whether he be 
duly qualified to receive the of- 
fice of a gospel minister, and 
whether it be suitable, that he 
should be ordained over that par- 
ticular church. The candidate 
may object to the appointment of 
a certain church, as a part of the 
council, and in case his objections 
are reasonable, they should prevent 
such appointment. But it is the 
duty of the church to appoint the 
council. It appears unsuitable, 
that a candidate, who is to be ex- 
amined with respect to his quali- 
fications, should choose his own 
judges. Such a practice would 
lay the foundation of error and dis- 
orderin the churchof God. The 
claim of the candidate extends no 
farther, (unless by the indulgence 
of nominating one, two or three 
of his particular acquaintance) 
than to determine for himself, 
whether he will submit his char- 
acter and standing to such coun- 
cil, as the church shall appoint. 

The council being convened 
with the consent of the candidate 
are, under Christ, invested with 
authority to examine the state of 
the church, and to consult their 
spiritual interests ; and to them it 
belongs, as an ecclesiastical ju- 
dicatory, to examine the regular- 
ity of the call given to the candi- 














i308. } 


date. When they find the call 
conformable to gospel order, they 
are empowered and directed by 
Christ to enquire and decide, 
Whether the candidate be duly qual- 
ified to recetve ordination, as a g08- 
jel minister; whether he be of 
good refiort, and furnished with 
such literary and gracious attain- 
ments, as to enable him to take ufi- 
on him the guidance of souls; and 
whether his religious doctrines are 
conformable to the essential arti- 
cles of the christian faith. Until 
these enquiries be diligently made, 
they cannot proceed to approve 
and consecrate the candidate with- 
out great neglect of duty, and a 
treacherous dereliction of the 
cause of the Redeemer. Christ, 
by his apostle, has given to his 
ministers the power of ordination 
under this indispensable injunc- 
tion, ** The things which thou hast 
heard of me among many witness- 
es, the same commit thou to /aith- 
Jul men, who shall be adle to 
teagh others also.” None can be 
accounted faithful, who are not 
well instructed in the christian 
faith, who embrace not the main 
articles of that faith, and will not 
pledge themselves to preach the 
true doctrines of Christ and to 
livein conformity to them. There- 
fore the council must, with can- 
dor, fully enquire of the candi- 
date, what are his religious senti- 
ments; and he also is bound to 
make a full and honest disclosure 
of his religious sentiments. 

If the council, after an impar- 
tial and deliberate examination, 
find the candidate, in their opin- 
ion, essentially erroneous, or in 
any respect materially defective, 
they must declare what they find, 
and refuse to ordain him. Ordi- 
nation must ever proceed upon 
the council’s finding the candi- 
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date correct in his opinions, and 
established in the gospel faith. 
Never may they proceed upon the 
hope, that he will change and 
adopt more correct sentiments in 
future. To be inducted into the 
ministry, he must be zow sound 
in the faithh When the council 
have made their result, and re- 
fused to ordain on account of her- 
esy, their determination is decisive, 
and should be obligatory upon the 
church, which calledthem ; upon 
the candidate, whose opinions 
were investigated by them: and 
upon all ministers and churches in 
communion with the council. 
They were a christian judicatory, 
instituted under Christ for this 
very purpose, to determine the 
qualifications of the candidate ; 
and until by a revision, or by the re- 
sults of some superior judicatory, 
their result is corrected, or super- 
ceded, it must be holden valid. 
The candidate, while under this 
imputation, cannot be ordained 
to the christian ministry, so as to 
be acknowledged a regular minis- 
ter by any in communion with the 
council. The result of council 
has not simply laid him under 
suspicion, but has decided against 
his good report with respect to 
his christian faith. No person 
may be ordained unless he be of 
established good report both in 
faith and morals. Before he can 
be ordained, the disqualifying re- 
sults of council must be set aside, 
as formed either in ignorance, in 
prejudice, or in corruption. To 
set aside this result, there must 
be a regular ecclesiastical process. 

But one will ask, “ Have the 
church and candidate no remedy 
against a decision, which may 
have been founded in error or cor- 
ruption?” They have one. Do 
they believe the result dictated by 
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corruption? They will callin a 
council of churches of their neigh- 
borhood, ofestablished faith, for the 
avowed purpose of exposing that 
corruption. When they have prov- 
edit,they havea complete remedy, 
and may have their pastor elect for 
their minister. Do they suppose 
that the result was founded in hon- 
est mistake, or misapprehen- 
sion. They may invite the coun- 
cil to a review of their proceed- 
ings, and may ask a number of 
other churches of their faith and 
of their acquaintance, to unite in 
the review? If there were an er- 
ror it may be easily remedied ; 
if no error, the church will feel 
themselves happily relieved from 
spiritual danger. 

But, is the candidate to be view- 
ed asa heretic? He is. For 
every ordaining council is of ne- 
cessity to determine, whether the 
candidate be sound in the faith. 
This is essential to the preserva- 
tion of purity in the church, aad 
of orthodoxy in the ministry. 
So far as his ministerial character 
is concerned, he must lie under the 
imputation, until a regular investi- 
ange of the result shall show the 

ct to be different. As a chris- 
tian brother, he is entitled to the 
same process in the church. to 
which he belongs, as other private 
christians, when charged with cor- 
rupt opinions. 

But may not the church call 
another council to ordain their 
candidate? May not such coun- 
cil proceed to ordain? And should 
not the person ordained be view- 
ed asa regular gospel minister? 

I answer, That every church 
has a civil right to choose, and to 
have appointed over them such 
ministers, as they please, let his 
opinions be ever so diverse from 
those of other ministers and 


churches. They may call a coun- 
cil of such ministers and churches, 
as will accord with their views, 
No compulsory or coercive pro- 
cess can be taken by sister 
churches to prevent it. But is 
the enquiry, What have they a 
right to do in the sight of God, 
and agreeably to the laws of 
Christ? It is plain, that they 
have no right to procure the ordi- 
nation of their candidate, until the 
decision of the council has been 
proved to be corrupt, or faulty, and 
has been set aside by a regular ec- 
clesiastical proceeding. Should © 
they procure such ordination, © 
they could not justly expect that © 
their minister would be viewed, ~ 
as a regular minister, and entitled 
to the intercourse and commun- | 
ion of those churches, with | 
whom they had before walked. | 
The ministers, who have attempt- | 
ed to liberate him from the suspi- 
cion and imputa.ion of heresy, 
and have proceeded to ordain him, | 
and those, who countenance and | 
commune with him afterwards, | 
are guilty of acting the part of 7 
separatists. In its nature such 
conduct is schismatical, tending to | 
subvert order, and to introduce dis- 
cord and confusion into the 
churches of Christ. However, 
if the church forsake their for- | 
mer faith, and select men, who 
will agree with them and en- 
courage them in their schism; 
other churches can only regret | 
it, and labor to persuade them | 
into amore correct course. They | 
may not attempt coercion, but 
they may manifest their grief and 
disapprobation, by refusing to 
commune with the minister thus 
appointed, and with his support- 
ers, and then leave the issue to 
Jesus, the witness of the truth. 
Christians should have no fellow- 
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ship with them in such irregular 
and unscriptural measures. 

Question II. “ May not a mi- 
nor part of the council, if they 
are satisfied with the candidate, 
proceed to ordain him, although 
the major part refuse to act in 
the solemnity.” 

Answer. The council is called 
to act in concert and jointly ; not 
severally. The desire ofthechurch 
that the minority should proceed 
alters not the case. The minority 
received power from the churches, 
who sent them, to act with the 
council, and not against them. To 
presume upon sucha step, would be 
a violation of duty to Christ, and to 
the churches making the appoint- 
ment. Before they act, they must 
first go home, state the affair to 
their brethren, and receive a new 
appointment and powers. Pru- 
dence has no concern in this 
question, but to reject a proposal 
replete with mischief and error. 

Question III. “ If anumber of 
the church, thinking a pastor 
heretical, who had been rejected 
by one regular council, first call- 
ed, and afterwards ordained by a 
second council, are dissatisfied 
with his ordination, ought they 
to withdraw from his ministry, 
and from the communion of the 
church, and attend ordinances 
elsewhere ? 

Answer. Those members of 
the church, who are satisfied with 
the result of the first council, de- 
claring the pastor elect to be here- 
tical, cannot be brought under 
the ministry of the pastor elect 
by the church’s calling a second 
council, and procuring his‘ordina- 
tion, contrary to their consent. 
They have an authoritative eccle- 
siastical decision in their favor ; 
and their duty is to hold and treat 
the minister thus irregularly in- 
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troduced, not only as heretical, 
but as not their minister, since he 
has been forced upon them in a 
way contrary to church order and 
the precept of Christ. They may 
not countenance the minister’s er- 
rors, nor the irregularity and op- 
pression of his introduction, by 
submitting to his ministrations. 
They should without delay refuse 
submission, and seek instruction 
and communion elsewhere. They 
have been denied their rights, and 
they maay not expose their own 
souls and those of their children, 
by hearing instructions, which 
cause to err.* 

Question 1V. *% What steps 
ought the dissatisfied brethren to 
take in the case now supposed?” 

Answer. Having taken pre- 
vious steps to convince their 


* On this question, we beg leave to 
refer our respected correspondents 
Titus and Cephas, and our readers in 
general, to ‘‘ The Platform of Church 
discipline, gathered out of the word of 
Gop, and agreed upon by the elders 
and messengers of the churches in 
Synod, at Cambridge, New-England, 
1648 ;” chap. xv. sect. 2. A recur- 
rence and submission to this Platform, 
we think would correctly, and with- 
out difficulty, determine many points 
of ecclesiastical government and dis- 
cipline, which now create unhappy 
altercations and divisions in our 
churches. To a long continued dis- 
regard to this directory of ecclesias- 
tical government, we apprehend, may 
be traced many of the errors and 
evils, which marr and afflict the con- 
gregational churches in this Com- 
monwealth. 

In this belief, we recommend to the 
consideration of the ministers and 
churches in Massachusetts of this de- 
nomination, the question, Whether it 
would not be expedient in some formal 
explicit manner, to re-adopt it, after 
a judicious and careful revisal of it by 
some authorised body of men, in the 
manner in which the same thing was 
done by the Synod of 1679? = Ea’’rs. 
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brethren of the importance of not 
settling a man, who has by an 
authoritative council been declar- 
ed defective or heretical in his 
sentiments ; having opposed their 
measures in procuring such set- 
tlement ; having remonstrated 
against calling the council ; hav- 
ing endeavoured to render the 
council mutual between them- 
selves and the majority ; having, 
after the new council was con- 
vened, renewed their remon- 
strance against the ordination 
without success, they are thence 
forward to consider themselves, 
as denied their essential christian 
privileges, and necessarily ex- 
cluded from christian ordinances 
in the church ; and they must seek 
privileges, where they can enjoy 
them. To effect this purpose in 
the most peaceable manner, they 
must notify the majority of their 
intention to withdraw, and for the 
sake of certifying their good mor- 
als and regular standing, they may 
request a testimonial of that im- 
port. Ifthe majority refuse these 
reasonable requests, they may re- 
quest of them a mutual council, 
to decide upon the question of 
their standing and of their remov- 
al. When denied in this appli- 
cation for a mutual council, (in 
which it should be stipulated that 
no distant churches, of whose 
faith and order they are igno- 
rant; nor any other churches 
materially differing from the for- 
mer confession of faith of their 
church, be admitted as component 
parts,) they must call a council of 
their own, composed of churches 
of like faith, of those acquainted 
with their condition, and interest- 
ed particularly in their spiritu- 
al improvement and happiness. 
They ought to exclude such min- 
isters, as have a personal preju- 
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dice against the majority and 
their pastor ; but to invite any 
others, who are informed as to 
their measures and sentiments. 
When they have called their 
council, they are to notify the 
majority, through their pastor, of 
the time and place of the coun- 
cil’s_ sitting, and express their 
readiness to meet them and adjust 
their differences before the coun- 
cil. 

When the council are conven- 
ed, they must learn from official 
documents, not from oral testi- 
mony, that the steps above speci- 
fied have been substantially taken 
by the aggrieved, and they must 
have a copy of the result of an au- 
thoritative council declaring, that 
the pastor could not be ordained, on 
account of his errors in religous 
doctrine. Ifthe majority appear, 
their representations are to be 
candidly heard, considered, and 
acted upon by the council. If the 
majority do not appear, the coun- 
cil may proceed to commend the 
sufferers to the care and com- 
munion of such sister churches, 
as they can conveniently join, or 
make them a distinct church, as 
the case may require. 

The aggrieved are under no 
particular obligations to discipline 
the pastor, who never sustained 
the relation of a minister to them. 
Nor is it incumbent on-them, spe- 
cially, to discipline the church. 
The matter has been taken out of 
their hands by sister churches in 
council, and to them a formal 
process belongs, if such process 
be necessary. Since the-aggriev- 
ed never belonged to the pastor, 
so ordained, they should not give 
up their christian liberty by any 
actual or virtual acknowledge- 
ment ofhim. Those steps, which 
would be proper and necessary in 
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case of their own pastor’s falling 
into error, are in this case pre- 
cluded, and our Lord has laid no 
such yoke upon the necks of his 
- disciples. 

Question 5. ‘ How are such 
pastor and church to be consider- 
ed and treated by the aggrieved 
brethren ?” 

Answer. ‘FBhey must forgive 
them, and pray for them, as should 
other christians. But the labor 
of disciplining them, if such dis- 
cipline be necessary, is not their 
particular concern, but acommon 
one. In the present state of the 
churches, such church is to be 
waited upon, in the hope of their 
acquiring more correct informa- 
tion, and of their returning to their 
duty ; unless the departure be so 
gross, as to preclude all expecta- 
tion of their return. It would be 
rash to say, that such achurch is 
wholly lost, and ought to be view- 
ed as excommunicated from the 
kingdom. God’s children are of- 
ten overtaken in grievous faults, 
and yet through patience, and for- 
bearance, and prayer, the Holy 
Spirit recovers them to the know]l- 
edge and love of thetruth. But, 
while they retain their error, they 
may not be supported and com- 
forted in it by a communional in- 
tercourse. 

Question 6. “Can a minister, 
who believes the doctrines of 
grace, and considers them essen- 
tial to the gospel scheme of salva- 
tion, sit in council with those min- 
isters who deny them ‘” 

Answer. The question sup- 
poses that the minister called to 
sit in council with those who de- 
ny the doctrines of grace, has a 
full conviction on his mind, that 
those doctrines are fundamental 
and essential to the salvation of 


men. . It supposes also that he 
Vou. I.” Mew Series. 


has ewidence, that these doctrines 
are openly denied. The question 
being thus stated, there can be but 
two correct answers given ; either 
first, that sitting in council is no 
act of christian or ministerial com- 
munion ; or secondly, that a min- 
ister, maintaining the doctrines of 
grace and their essential import- 
ance to salvation, cannot,. with a 
good conscience, sit in council 
with those who openly deny the 
doctrines of grace. Sitting in 
council is so obviously an act of 
high and i intimate ministerial com- 
munion, that I shall take it for an 
incontestable truth. It will there- 
fore follow, that sitting in coun- 
cil with ministers, who openly de- 
ny the doctrines of grace, must 
be an illicit and criminal act in 
one, who believes the truth and 
essential importance of those doc- 
trines. 

One who believes no doctrines 
essential to man’s salvation, can 
have no idea of christian.or min- 
isterial communion. He can unite 
in council with those of opposite 
sentiments. . He alike communes 
with every body. . But the man, 
who feels the importance of chris- 
tian doctrine, and the, conse- 
quences of uniting and commun- 
ing with men of corrupt senti- 
ments, will be careful how he sets 
his seal to soul-destroying errors, 
by giving his countenance to them 
in exercising high acts of minis- 
terial communion. 

Much candor and caution un- 
doubtedly are required 3 in acttling 
the question, What. is essentia! 
christian doctrine ? We may not 
without good reason condemn a 
man,as holding fundamental here- 
sies. But because it is not easy 
to determine what are fundament- 
al heresies, must ministers sup: 
port and approve, hy their eom - 
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Mmunional intercourse, men who 
deny essential doctrines? By no 
Teans. Every individual must 
act upon his own private judgment 
and personal responsibility. He 
fhust with all caution and wisdom 
act individually, as under Christ, 
and accountable to him; he must 
deliberate and determine for him- 
self; extending his measures as 
far, as he can convince and per- 
suade others of his friends and 
connexions, and obtain as much 
uniformity, as he is able. Should 
he be called to sit in council with 
one who avows his belief, that nat- 
ural and unregenerate men love 
God; that we are justified by 
works, as the meritorious cause ; 
that Christ does not keep all his 
elect, who are given to him of his 
Father; that men who die in un- 
belief and impenitence will be 
saved; that Christ Jesus was 
merely a creature, dignified by 
the Father with the honor of be- 
ing the example of men, and the 
Saviour of sinners; and that he 
Was not essentially a divine per- 
gon ; how could he, when he be- 
lieved doctrines directly the re- 
verse of these, hold communion 
with him ? Could he answer it to 


* himself, to the souls of men, and 


to Christ his Lord and Master, 
should he unite in council with a 
Man established in these funda- 
tnental errors. 

It is believed that the incaution 
and negligence of ministers in 
these respects,is the fruitful source 
of those hurtful errors, which of 
late have crept into the New-Eng- 
land churches, and which have 
overthrown the faith of some. 
Hence probably has originated the 
grievous departure of some min- 
isters from the pure doctrines of 
the reformation. 

These thoughts on church goy- 
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ernment and ministerial duty, are 
humbly proposed to the consider- 
ation of the readers of the Pan- 
oplist, in hope that they may be 
blessed of God to the illumination 
of some in the knowledge of the 
truth, as it in Christ Jesus. 
CEPHAS. 


— 


LETTER FROM MRS. ELIZA NILES 
TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 


Fairlee, (Vt.) April 20, 1795. 


In what way shall I introduce 
myself to the Rev. Dr. Newton? 
I had long since read your Omi- 
cron with pleasure; but within the 
year past, I have become an own- 
er of the whole six volumes of 
your publications. I have read 
them, farticularly your letters, 
with great satisfaction ; have been 
delighted with the vein of genuine 
christianity, which runs through 
the whole, and have exulted in 
the signal display of divine grace 
manifested towards you. While 
I read, I frequently stopped and 
wished it were possible to see 
Dr. Newton, and thought if he 
were living, I would certainly 
write to him. I have received 
information that he is still a tenant 
of time: this determined me to 
obey the dictates of my heart, to 
introduce myself to his acquaint- 
ance through the medium of the 
pen, and beg the favor (if it may 
be done without the imputation of 
presumption) of a correspondence 
with him. May I be honored 
with aletter from shall I say 
my friend? rather let me say a 
friend of God. Iam buta stran- 
ger to the person I now address. 
But if I may be favored with a 
letter flowing warm from the 
heart, dictated by a spirit of pure’ 
benevolence, I shall receive it, as’ 
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a precious deposit, and give it the 
warmest cornerin my heart. 
Whenever I read the account 
given of yourself in your first let- 
ters, my heart is filled with aston- 
ishment and joy; and expands 
wide to embrace you, as a pre- 
cious monument of the grace of 
God. I view you, aga chosen 
vessel, by which he will be signal- 
ly glorified. I long to see you; 
but this cannot be. I must hope 
to hear you recount the blessed 
story, in the most desirable cir- 
cumstances. In the mean time, 
I may be permitted to love you, 
commend you to God, and praise 
his name on your account. Your 
bark has well nigh wafted o’er the 
sea of life: you have but a few 
more storms to encounter, and 
these are all regulated by a pilot 
infinite in skill. Your companion 
has entered the destined port, the 
desired haven, and left you floating 
behind. May your heart be fixed 
trusting in the Lord ; may the gen- 
tle winds of divine consolations bear 
youontothose mild regions, where 
sin and sorrow can never come. 
In some tranquil evening, when 
nothing more important calls your 
attention, if you are disposed to 
bestow a thought on the one who 
is now writing, I would suggest a 
wish that, by the assistance of 
some friendly hand, you would 
cause the outlines of your coun- 
tenance to be delineated on paper, 
and enclosed in a letter, as a tes- 
timony that I am forgiven, in pre- 
suming to introduce myself to 
your acquaintance. If you should 
do so, I shall be gratified indeed. 
I shall place it by the profile of 
my venerable friend, Dr. Hopkins, 
contemplate them together, and 
anticipate the time, when we shall 
jointly partake more exquisite and 
delightful fellowship, than can be 
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enjoyed through such a medium. 
I shall enclose this to Dr. Hopkins, 
with whose correspondence I have 
been long indulged, and request 
an introductory line from him. 
Iam, Rev. and dear Sir, with 
sentiments of reverence and es- 
teem, your friend and servant. 
Exiza NILES. 
Rev. John Newton. 


eS 
REV. JOHN NEWTON’S ANSWER 
TO MRS. NILES. 


London, Sept. 18, 1795. 
My Dear Madam, 


So I begin without ceremony. 
Thousands whom I never saw, 
whom I never shall see, till I meet 
them in a better world, are dear 
to me; because they know and 
love the Saviour. However dis- 
tant in place, they are united in 
him. They meet at the same 
throne of grace, feed wpon the 
same living bread, drink of the 
same spirit, and are travelling to 
the same home. My life has in- 
deed been marked by many extra- 
ordinary incidents, and surely I 
may well wonder that a name, 
which deserves above many to be 
written in the dust, has been made 
known far and near. I may re- 
joice in this, if my history should 
encourage any person to receive 
and believe that faithful saying, 
Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners, for surely it will be 
allowed that I am one of the very 
chief. 

I have an invincible objection 
toa copy of my poor countenance 
being sent abroad, while I am liv- 
ing: and therefore, I cannot at 
present,comply with your request. 
My name is under twoor three 
prints in sixpenny publications ; 
but they differ from each other, 
and are all unlike me; for which; 
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Tam not sorry. But Mr. Russell, 
our capital portrait painter in cray- 
ons, has drawn me twice, and the 
resemblance in both is thought to 
be very strong. Itis probable that 
a plate will be taken from one 
of these pictures, when the orig- 
inal is gone to be no more seen. 

Then survivors and posterity may 
have the satisfaction of observing 
what sort of a creature I was, as 
to the outward man: but I cannot 
permit it to appear during my life- 
time. 

You mention six volumes of 
my works:  butI know not 
whether my last publication enti- 
tled Letters toa Wife, in two vol- 
umes, has‘yet reached Vermont, 
oreven America. Should these 
ever come in your way, madam, 
you will have the best exhibition 
of my likeness, though drawn by 
myself. It will not indeed, give 
you an idea of my face; but will 
make youacquainted with as much 
of my inward frame, my heart 
and feelings, as can safely be com- 
municated to a fellow-creature. 

By the kindness of gentlemen 
at Nassau College, it seems I 
must be known in America by the 
title of Dr. Newton. But there 
is no such person in England, 
When I thanked the college for 
the honor done me, I told them 
I was obliged to decline accepting 
it. Perhaps I was influenced 
more by pride, than by humility, 
in waving it; for as my manner 
of life and conversation in time 
past are well known here, and 
that I had never been at any col- 
jege or academy, or even at a 
grammar school, had I consented 
to wear the title, I should have 
been ashamed to walk the streets, 
fest people should point at me, 
as I went along, and say, there 
goes the Doctor, 
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Iam now four months advanced 
in my seventy-first year, am still 
favored with good health; and en- 
abled to go. through my public 
services without ‘fatigue. The 
Lord gives me acceptance with 
his people, and I trust, we have 
a measure of his presence and 
blessing among us. I seem to 
have lived long enough for my- 
self; but am willing to wait my 
appointed time. I hope I shall 
one day know how much better 
it is to depart and be with Jesus: 
but it is worth waiting a while 
for heaven, if we may be in any 
degree useful upon earth. Ihave 
many friends, many temporal 
comforts, all thing's that can contri- 
bute to make life agreeable : and 
since Dec. 1790, when my dear 
partner closed her eyes upon sin 
and sorrow, I have met with noth- 
ing that seriously deserves the 
name of a trial. But this life is 
at best such a scene of vanity, that 
I cannot be very fond of it, for its 
own sake. Iam not my own, and 
I have only to pray that while I do 
live, I may live to him, who re- 
deemed me with his blood; and 
that when he calls me away I 
may be found ready. So much, 
perhaps too much, about my in- 
significant self—~I value your 
friendship; but if I wished you 
should always think so highly of 
me, as you seem to do, I might 
be glad that you are not likely to 
seeme. Your expectations might 
be greatly baulked if you were 
here. Ah! Madam, indeed, I am 
not what you suppose me. Dust 
and ashes is my name, and all 
(properly my own) is sin and mis- 
ery: but through mercy, it is 
given me to believe and know 
whom I have believed. 

Dr. Hopkins informs me that 
you have been walking in the path 
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of wisdom from abouttwenty years 
of age: but he does not say how 
long it is since you left the path 
of the world: he dates it from the 
time of a revival at Plymouth ; 
when that was I know not, but 
suppose it was before the late re- 
vival there, of which Dr. Robbins 
gave me an account in the year 
1793. I take it for granted that 
the longer you walk with the 
Lord, the better you like the road. 
It is here and there rough to the 
flesh. Without some trials and 
difficulties we could not well know 
either ourselves or the value of 
our privileges. But with such a 
shepherd, guide and guard, coun- 
sellor and comforter, as the Lord 
Jesus, the worst part of the’ be- 
liever’s strait path to glory, is pre- 
ferable to the dest part of the 
world’s crooked labyrinth. Was 
there a time when you looked no 
farther than to the world for hap- 
piness ? Happy hour, you will say, 
when the Lord made me sensible 
of such wants, as the world can- 
not supply. You are of the num- 
ber of those, who come to God by 
Jesus Christ. You have seen 
that he, who made you for him- 
self, had given you a capacity for 
good, which he alone can satisfy. 
And when you became sensible, 
that unless the Lord God made 
you happy, you must be miser- 
able, you durst not have come to 
him, after you had some right 
knowledge of sin and of yourself, 
had not a Mediator been provid- 
ed. But now, knowing who Jesus 
is, What he suffered, why and for 
whom, and encouraged by his 
gracious invitation, you can come 
boldly toa throne of grace, open 
your mouth wide, and though sen- 
sible you are unworthy of the 
smallest mercy, you dare ask and 
confidently expect the greatest, 


which a creature can receive. Is 
it not so? Such are the effects of 
the glorious gospel on our side of 
the Atlantic, and the same, I 
doubt not, on your side. There 
is but one sun and one Saviour ; 
whether in the east or in the 
west : we see by the same light, 
and our spiritual life, strength and 
comfort, proceed from the same 
source. Jesus the great vine, 
communicates his life and sap in- 
to every branch, that is grafted in- 
to him by a living faith; and 
therefore they live, or rather he 
lives in them. He is in them, as 
the soul in the body, the life 
every part : because he lives to 
die no more, they likewise shall 
live forever ; for their life is hid 
with Christ in God. There 
was a time when we little thought 
of these things ; but they were 
reserved for us, and we were pre- 


served through all dangers in the | 


days of our ignorance. He then 
passed by and bid us live, because 
he had appointed a time of love, 
when he would reveal them to 
us. We have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious: but’ the first 
fruits we have in hand, though 
preferable to all this world can 
vive, and of which no worldly 
chahges can deprive us, bear.no 
proportion to the full harvest, 
which we hope for. It does not 
yet appear what we shall be, when 
we shall see him as he is, and be 
with him forever. Transporting 
thought ! We may be well con- 
tent to sow in tears, since we are 
assured we shall reap in joy ; that 
then all tears shall be wiped from 
our eyes, and we shall weep no 
more. Then, Madam, I trust, 


we shall meet to love and praise 
and sing and wonder! In the 
meantime, he who has called us 
by his grace, and has brought us 
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thus far, will continue to guide 
us by his counsel,. till the hour 
shall come, when he will receive 
us to glory: For he will not 
leave us till he has done all for us, 
of which he has spoken to us. 
May he teach and enable us to 
fill our places and relations in life, 
and to do the little we can to shew 
forth his praise, while we remain 
here. I commend you and yours 
to his blessing, and beg your 
prayers for me. 

I am your affectionate and 
obliged friend and servant 

Joun Newron. 
oom @ Maree 
PIOUS MEDITATIONS. 


NVo. 2. 


Psalm Ixxxvi. 1. Bow down thine ear, 


O Lord, hear me; for I am 
and needy. f el 
Yes, Lord, listen to my prayer, 
er I perish. am poor and 
needy ; I am guilty and need 
mn; I am defiled and need 
purity; I am weak and need 
strength ; am foolish and need 
wisdom ; and thou canst give me 
all these. Thou hast said, that 
although thou dwellest in the 
high and holy place, thou conde- 
scendest to him, who is of abroken 
and a contrite spirit. Thou scest 
that my spirit is humbled, that I 
feel my want, and am looking 
to thee for supply. 0, blessed 
Lord, thou wilt give it me; thou 
wilt fulfil thy promise—/sk and 
ye shall receive. 
' Bow down thine ear, O Lord; 
hear me for thy name’s sake, for 
the glory ofthy name. Save me 
from the wiles and temptations 
of that evil Spirit, who first rebel- 
led against thee. Saye me from 


myself, I have nothing to plead ; 
before thee but my poverty; but _ 


thy mercy is great. Rich is thy 


grace ; let itextend unto me, the 
rest of sinners, — 


vilest, the 
Thou delightest to forgive. My 


sins are great and numberless. Q _ 


magnify thy goodness and com- 


passion in blotting them from thy — 
book. Let me be righteous be. © 
fore thee in the righteousness of — 
Christ, who died for the poor and | 


needy. Hear me, O my God. 


W. 
—e 
For the Panoplist. 
Mesare. Editors. 


As a friend to the order of the | 
churches, I have noticed with © 
great satisfaction a new and neat © 
edition of the “ Platform of Dis. © 
cipline, gathered out of the word © 
of God, and agreed upon by the © 


Elders and Messengers of the 
Churches assembled in the Sy- 
nod, at Cambridge in New-Eng- 


land, in 1648,” lately published _ 
at Boston, by Farrand, Mallory, | 
and Co. It has long been a sub- | 
ject of regret with many, that this | 

latform is so little attended to | 


and so little known. Itis devout 


ly to be hoped, that this republi- | 
cation of it will be a mean of | 


bringing it into request, and of 
exciting attention to those princi- 
ples, on which our New-England 


churches were originally founded. | 
And I would take leave to sug: | 


gest, whether some able pen 
might not be usefully employed 
in an elaborate review of the Plat: 
form itself, or in a discussion, in 
some other form, of the leading 
principles, which it comprises, iD 
your valuable publication. W.- 
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SELECTIONS. 
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PENITENTIARY HOWSES. 
From Howard on Prisons, p. 226. 


A proper plan for the govern- 
ment of penitentiary houses is of 
great importance, and is more 
practicable, than some suspect. I 
am aware indeed, of the difficulty 
of accomplishing so arduous an 
undertaking, as that of reforming 
criminals, and inuring them to 
habits of industry ; yet when it is 
for the public good, we ought to 
make experiments ; and indeed, 
what have I been doing in collect- 
ing the regulations of some of the 
best directed houses of correction 
in Europe, and such as ex/fierience 
has proved to be frracticable, but 
endeavoring to facilitate the exe- 
cution of this useful design? The 
decency, regularity, and order that 
I observed in the houses of cor- 
rection at Holland, Hamburgh, 
Bern, Ghent, Florence, &c. I am 
fully persuaded, proceeded in a 
great degree from the constant at- 
tention that is paid to impress the 
prisoners with a sense of religion, 
by plain, serious discourse, cate- 
chising, and familiar instruction 
from the chaplain, with the influ- 
ence of a good example, both in 
them and the keefiers. These cir- 
cumstances make a much greater 
impression upon the minds of the 
criminals, when im prison, than 
they would before they came 
there. We have too much adopt- 
ed the Gothic mode of correction, 
viz. by rigorous severity, which 
often hardens the Acart, while many 
foreigners pursue the more ra- 
tional plan of softening the mind, 
in order to its amendment. 

The term Penitentiary clearly 
shews that Parliament had chiefly 


in view the reformation and amend- 
ment of those to be committed to 
such places of confinement. To 
these houses, however, I should 
wish that none but old hardened 
offenders, and those who have (as 
the law now stands) forfeited their 
lives by robbery, house-breaking, 
and similar crimes, should be com- 
mitted, or in short, those criminals 
who are to be confined for a long 
time, or for life. I wish that no 
persons might suffer capitally but 
for murder, for setting houses on fire, 
and for house-breaking,attended with 
acts of cruelty. Qur present laws 
are certainly too sanguinary, and 
are therefore ill executed ; which 
last circumstance, by encouraging 
offenders to hope that they may 
escape punishment,even after con- 
viction, greatly tends to increase 
the number of crimes. Yet many 
are brought to a premature end, 
who might have been made use- 
ful to the state. Indeed, I the 
more earnestly embarked in the 
scheme of erecting Penitentiary 
houses, from seeing cart loads of 
our fellow-creatures carried to ex- 
ecution; “though the generous 
nature of our countrymen, rarely 
permits them to perpetrate acts of 
cruelty ;” when at the same time I 
was fully persuaded, that many of 
these unhappy wretches, by reg- 
ular, steady discipline in a Peni- 


tentiary house, would have been 


rendered useful members of soci- 
ety ; and above all from the pleas- 
ing Aofie, that such a plan might 
be the means of promoting the 
salvation of some individuals, of 
which every instance is, accordin 

to the unerring word of truth, 2a 
more important object, than the 
gaining of the whole world. 


’ 
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PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

“Ir a man is grateful to his 
benefactor, he will tell him so ; if 
noacknowledgments are made,anc 
no outward signs of gratitude 
manifest themselves, he will be 
chargeable with ingratitude. But 
if expressing our gratitude and 
praise from time to time, in 
words, is by the Deity required 
of us as a duty ; if it is beneficial 
to ourselves ; and if, as an ex- 
ample, it has good effects on our 
fellow men, no argument can be 
necessary to prove the propriety 
and practice of Public worship.” 

Doct. Beattie. 
—_— 


ANECDOTES. 


OF THE REV. C. F. SWARTZ. 


A CERTAIN man, on the Mala- 
bar coast, had enquired of various 
devotees and priests, how he 
might make atonement, for his 
sin; and at last he was directed 
to drive iron spikes, sufficiently 
blunted, through his sandals ; and 
on these spikes he was to place 
his naked feet, and walk (if I 
mistake not) 250 coss, that is 
about 480 miles. Ifthrongh loss 
of blood or weakness of body, he 
was obliged to halt, he might 
wait for healing and strength. 
He undertook the journey, and 
while he halted under a large 
shady tree, where the gospel was 
sometimes preached, one of the 
Missionaries came,and preached 
in his hearing, from these words. 
« The blood of Jesus Christ cleans- 
eth from all sin.” While he 
was preaching the man rose up, 
threw off his torturing sandals, 
and cried out aloud, “ This is 
what I want,” and he becamea 
lively witness, that, the blood of 
Jesus Christ does indeed cleanse 
from all sins. 
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The expostulation of one of the cons 
verted Hottentots, who, not 
since, were introduced to the city of 
London On taking leave of the Lon. 
don Missionary Society, in broker, 
English, she thus expressed herself. 
“ Wuar pity tis, what sin ’tis 

that you have so many years got © 

that heavenly bread, and hold it ~ 
for yourselves, not to give one lit- 
tle bit, one crumb, to poor hea- 
then! there are so many millions 
of heathen, and you have so © 
much bread ; and you could de- © 
pend upon, you should not have © 
less, because you gave ; but that ~ 
Lord Jesus would give his bless- ~ 
ing, and you should have the — 
more. Youmay notthink, when © 
you do something for poor hea- — 
then you shall have less for your- © 
selves ; that contrary ; Lord Je- © 
sus Fountain always full ; thou- © 
sand after thousand could be help- © 
ed ; he always same, yesterday, © 
to day, and for ever. The more © 
we do for others, the more we ~ 
shall be blessed, the more we shall — 
have for our own soul. I thank ~ 


every individual that do some- | 
thing for Missionary work, or ~ 


that pray for it. I thank people 
who help ; but must say, same | 
time Lord bring Hottentot here to | 
shew, that he will bless means, | — 
save sinner. : 
and trust every man will go on to | 
spread the gospel. As Lord Je- | 
sus so good, wear crown of thorns 
for us, for our sins, let us work | 


more and more in dust at his feet, | 


to put on his head crown of 
glory: O when you know in | 
what situation Hottentot were, 
then you will have more compas- 
sion for them, and when you see | 
wherefore God give such great © 
plenty here, that you might give © 
to other poor creature, help and | 
assist them. I thank English | 
nation, that sent Missionary t¢ 


And now I hope ~ 
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us ; but pray that they may not 
neglect, but go on ; because 
Lord open door, and so many 
thousands know not the Lord Je- 
sus ; we pray for them, and do 
all we can to help Missionary So- 
ciety, and we shall see the Lord 
will bless it. I go to far land, 
and shall never see this people 
no more in this world ; so people 
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of God farewell. I shall meet 
you again, before the throne of 
Glory. And people that know 
not God, I admonish them to 
come to Jesus, then we shall all 
meet at right hand of God. Last 
thing I say, O pray for poor 
Heathen.” 
Biddulph’s Sermon. 
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REVIEW. 


A Sermon, delivered May 26, 1808, 
in Brattle Street Church, Boston, 
before the Convention of congre- 
gational ministers of the Com- 

_ monwealth of Massachusetts. By 

.DanreEL Cuapuin, 4. M. Bos- 
ton: Belcher & Armstrong. fift. 
24. 8vo. *e 


As no attitude is more becom- 
ing, so no sight is more truly af- 
fecting, than that of a rational be- 
ing prostrate before his Maker. 
The scene however is rendered 
more interesting still by increase 
of number, as when a congrega- 
tion of saints are devoutly united 
jn this solemn act. But it is rais- 
ed to sublime delight, when the 
ministers of Jehovah, from every 
portion of our christian republic, 
are seen collected around his al- 
tar, to inquire in his temple, to 
worship him with holy worship, 
and to offer that sacrifice, with 
which Gov is well pleased. For 
this rational, elevated, divine en- 
joyment, we are indebted to the 
piety of our forefathers, who in- 
sututed the annual convention of 
the clergy of Massachusetts ; and 
particularly the clergy, their pious 
offspring, have in every age deriv- 
ed essential benefits trom this in- 
stitution. Nor is the pleasure or 

Vor. 1, New, Series, L 


advantage of this sacred interview 
confined to the day. Many grate- 
ful recollections, many animating 
motives continue to prompt the 
ministers of Christ, to greater zeal 
and activity in his service. This 
is especially the happy effect, 
when the preacher, as at the late 
anniversary, endeavours, “in the 
love and fear of God, to stir up 
the pure minds of his brethren,” 
by bringing to their remembrance 
the great doctrines of the gospel, 
which it is their duty with con- 
stancy and fidelity to preach. 

The passage, selected for the 
occasion, is in Matacur ii. 7. 
For the Priest’s lis should keep 
knowledge, and they should seek the 
law at his mouth ; for he is the mes- 
senger of the Lorp of hosts. 

After an appropriate introduc- 
tion, in which modesty inserted a 
large, but pertinent quotation from 
an erminent modern commentator, 
the preacher confines his attention 
to the character of gosfiel ministers, 
which he illustrates under these 
two general propositions ; viz. 

**They possess the knowledge of 
their Lord’s will; and they are faith. 


ful in the discharge of official duty.” 


Under the first head, the sev- 
eral kinds of acquired knowledge, 
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necessary to the ministerial char- 
acter, are briefly and justly notic- 
ed ; to which is added that special 
knowledge, which cometh from 
God alone. 


**It is moreover a necessary part 
of the character of gospel ministers, 
that they have an experimental knewl- 
edge, of the religion,which they teach 
from the word of God. They should 
be good men in the sense of scripture. 
They should embrace the truths of 
revelation with afirm beliefand cordial 
affection. They should be renewed af- 
ter the image of God, by the Holy Spir- 
it; and conformed to the gospel in 
their views and general conduct. They 
must yield their bodies and spirits a 
living and voluntary sacrifice to the 
service and glory of God. Without 
a rational change of the moral frame 
of the heart, men cannot be consider- 
ed as the real friends of Christ, and 
therefore as qualified to negotiate the 
treaty of reconciliation between God 
and their fellow-creatures. If they 
are not reconciled to God themselves, 
what fitness can there be in their as- 
guming or receiving the office of rec- 
onciling others to him? The teachers 
of religion are described in scripture, 
as workers together with God in rec- 
onciling men tohim. But if they be 
enemies in their hearts to him, what 
reason is there to expect them to work 
with him, or according to his will ? 

** Human learning is , and may 
be very useful toa minister of the 
gospel, rightly improved. But the 
possession of it, is not to be esteem- 
ed the most indispensable part of his 
character. There is indeed little 
connexion between the liberal arts 
and sciences, and evangelical piety, 
or holiness. A man may have great 
learning, and the powers of eloquence 
in a distinguished degree, yet being 
destitute of the views, moral habit or 
disposition of a christian, be utterly 
unfit; in his present state of mind, to 
be employed as a messenger of 
Christ.” 


Wnder the second proposition 
several particulars, essential to 
ministerial fidelity, areforcibly 
stated. In this connexion we 
thank the preacher for his frank- 
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ness in giving a summary of those 
cardinal doctrines, which a faiths 
ful minister of Christ cannot omit. 


‘The faithful minister will preach 
and dwell on those doctrines of reve- 
lation, which appear to have been con- 
sidered by the sacred writers as funda- 
mental and of the greatest import. 
ance ; and which have had the most in- 
fluence on the minds-of men. These 
doctrines are—The being and perfec. 
tions of God—a trinity in the unity of 
the Godhead—the eternal divinity of 
the Son and Spirit—the unchangeable 
sovereignty of God in all his operations 
—the apostacy and ruin of man by sin 
—the freedom and accountableness of 
all the human race—the mission of the 
Son of God—the nature and necessi- 
ty of regeneration by the influence of 
the Holy Spirit—justification by faith 
in the blood of Christ—the new obe- 
dience and progressive sanctification 
of christians—the resurrection of the 
dead—the final judgment, and the 
everlasting destination both of the 
righteous and the wicked, accordigg to 
their respective characters ;—that to 
the former God will grant an ample 
salvation, and to the latter he will as- 
sign complete and endless destruc- 
tion.’ 


The discourse concludes with 
three practical remarks; the se- 
cond of which is so excellent, and 
breathes so much of the spirit of 
the author, that it would be unjust 
to him and to the cause of sacred 
truth, wholly to suppress it. The 
following specimen is extracted. 


‘The ministers of religion should 
be united in their principles and affec- 
tions ; for they are required to keep 
the same heavenly truth, and promote 
one common aalvation. They are 
brethren, having the same Lord and 
Master, to whom they are equally ac- 
countable. They are workers with 
God, so far as they are faithful, and 
should be harmonious, condescend- 
ing and friendly workers one witli 
another, in building up the kingdom 
of heaven amongst men. Where 
there is a difference in speculations, 
which are not essential to religion, 
that difference ought not to lessen 
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their charity for one another; and 
where there is a difference of opinion 
or belief, in what may be thought fun- 
damental articles of faith, the differ- 

_ence, important as it may seem, should 
not be magnified ; but the varying par- 
ties should rather take pains candid- 
ly to settle the real boundaries of dis- 
agreement between them, approach- 
ing as near to each other, as they can 
with a pure conscience. Warm dis- 
putes, which tend to alienation of 
brotherly affection, should be carefu!- 
ly avoided, in their occasional inter- 
views. This would be prudent, and 
dutiful to their divine Master; it 
would also tend to a good understand- 
ing between them, to their influence 
and success. 

** It would be of happy tendency, as 
to our union and co-operation, to drop 
party names, words, phrases and di- 
alects, and use language as the sacred 
writers used it, as nearly as we can. 
What can be equally wise and profit- 
able, as to follow the example of our 
divine Saviour, the prophets, and 
apostles, in our language, spirit, and 
whole manner of instruction? Their 
discourses were not with the enticing 
words and arts of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the spirit, and 
with power. They did not shape 
their language and manner of address 
with an aim to meet the corrupt taste 
of the age, in which they lived ; but in 
the plainest and simplest manner they 
directly and forcibly applied to the 
understandings and consciences of 
men, with a manifest intention to con- 
vince and convert them. They did 
not seek their own applause, but the 
instruction and salvation of their hear- 
ers. The nearer we approach the 
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standard of their.example, the more 
united we shall be among ourselves, 
and the more the work of the Lord 
will prosper in our hands. 

‘¢ We must speak oftener, and more 
frecly and friendly to one .another, of 
the subjects of religion,-both doctrinal 
and practical; and endeavour to ani- 
mate one another to increasing and 
persevering exertions in our duty, 
against the common enemy of chris- 
tianity.” 

The occasion, subject, and sen- 
timents of the discourse under re- 
view, we have found so interest- 
ing, as in part to divert us from 
our proper duty. The critical 
reader however, though prompt 
to acknowledge the general cor- 
rectness, perspicuity, and simpli- 
city of the style, may perhaps no- 
tice a few grammatical inaccura- 
cles, as well as some typograph- 
ical errors. He may also possi- 
bly think that the parts quoted, 
however pertinent, bear too large 
a proportion to the whole sermon, 
to be a model for imitation on oc- 
casions so public. 

On the whole, we are in justice 
constrained to say, that we read 
few modern sermons, in which we 
find more to commend, or less to 
censure. It is a solid, sertentious, 
seasonable discourse ; worthy of 
the serious attention of christians 
in general ; but especially of those 
who have taken upon themselves 
the charge of souls. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


UNITED STATES. 

A MEETING of the General Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts Proper was 
holden in Worcester, on the last 
Wednesday in June, 1808. 

The Rev. Joseph Lee was chosen 


moderator, and Rey. Al 
om vy. Alvan Hyde 


At this meeting were present, 

Rev. Jacob Catlin, Rev. Alvan 
Hyde, from the Association in the 
county of Berkshire. 

Rev. Jonathan Nash, Rev. Isaiah 
Waters, from the Mountain Associa- 
tion. 

Rey. Jonathan Grout, Rev. Joseph 
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Field, from the Northern Association 
in Hampshire. 

Rev. Payson Williston, Rev. Elijah 
Gridley, from the Central Association 
in Hampshire. 

Rev. Isaac Bailey, Rev. Joseph 
Goffe, from the Worcester South As- 
sociation. 

Rev. Joseph Lee, from the West- 
minster Association. 

Rev. Samuel Mead, Rev. Jonathan 
Allen, from the Haverhill Associa- 
tion 

Rev. Asahel Huntington, Rev Isaac 
Braman, from the Essex Middle As- 
sociation. 

Rev. Enoch Hale, as secretary of 
the Association, and 

Rev. Samuel Austin, p. p. the min- 
ister of the parish. 

Rev. Messrs. Joseph Pope and Ze- 
phaniah S. Moore, from the Brook- 
field Association ; and Rev. Messrs. 
Samuel Stearns and Joseph Chicker- 
ing, from the Andover Association, 
who were delegated to obtain infor- 
mation respecting the nature and ob- 
ject of the General Association, were 
invited to sit as honorary members, 
and to act with the Association at 
this time. 

Rev. Samuel Worcester, from the 
Salem Ministerial Conference, was 
invited to sit as an honorary member, 
according to the tenor of the commu- 
nication brought by him from that 
body. 

The raoderator opened the meeting 
with prayer. 

It was then proposed, that the del- 
egates from the several associations 
present should give an account of 
the state of morals and religion with- 
in their limits, and that a committee 
of three be appointed to take minutes 
of the information, with reference to 
its publication. 

Voted, That Dr. Austin and Rev. 
Messrs. Worcester and Hale be this 
committee. The delegates then made 
details, at some length, of the state 
of religion in their respective connex- 
ions. The hour appointed for public 
worship having arrived, the Associa- 
tion repaired to the meeting-house, 
and Rev. Asahel Huntington preach- 
ed from Acts ii. 42. 

Voted, Thatit be recommended to 
the respective associations, represent- 
edin the General Association, to fur- 
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nish their delegates with a statement 
of the number of pastors and churches 
in their connexion, with the number 
of members in each church, and in 
future, an annual state of the addi- 
tions, and removals by death or dis. 
mission, as a part of the religious in. 
telligence to be communicated to the 
General Association. 

Voted, That two of the brethren be 
appointed, in behalf of this associa- 
tion,to visit the GeneralAssociation of 
Ministers in Connecticut, at their 
next meeting, to learn their disposi- 
tion, as to forming an union with this 
association, and the terms on which 
such union may be established ; and 
that Rev. Dr. Lyman and Rev. Dr. 
Austin be the delegates to that body ; 
to report at the next meeting of this 
Association. 

The committee appointed to take 
minutes of the details, made by the 
delegates, of the state of religion and 
morals in their respective connexions, 
made the following report, which was 
accepted by the association. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF 
MASSACHUSETTS PROPER. 


The General Association have re- 
ceived with much satisfaction the in- 
formation given by the delegates, of 
the state of religion within the limits 
of their respective associations ; and 
view, as cause of great gratitude to 
God, his gracious regard to the 
churches. With very few excep- 
tions, they appear to be in a state of 
order and harmony, with at least their 
ordinary constancy in attending the 
worship and ordinances of Christ. 
And although a genrerai coldness is 
much to be lamented, we find a pleas- 
ing number of instances of special at- 
tention to religion. In the towns in 
which revivals were experienced, of 
which mention was made in the re- 
sult of this Association the last year, 
the fruits and happy consequences 
are still manifest. In other towns 
copious effusions of the Spirit have 
been more lately witnessed, and ap- 
pear at the present time to have a 
powerful operation on many. At 
Lenox, Lee, Washington, Windsor, 
Hindsdale and Peru, in the county 
of Berkshire ; Chester, Worthington, 
Cummington, Plainfield, Goshen, Con- 











= /!?. — aS OAS 





1808. | Rev. Mr. Griffin’s Letter. 85 


way and Heath, in the county of 
Hampshire ; and Northbridge, in the 
county of Worcester, great attention 
to the concerns of the soul has been 
excited: which has also extended, in 
a degree, into several neighboring 
towns. Several hundred persons have 
publickly embraced the Saviour since 
the last year, and hopefully become 
his true followers. Several instances 
of pleasing religious engagedness ap- 
pear in other parts of the Common- 
wealth. Information, which is fully 
relied on, has been received from a 
number of towns within the limits of 
associations not represented in this 
body, of a very great and powerful 
work of the Holy Spirit. Berkley, 
Dartmouth, New-Bedford, Roches- 
ter, Wareham and Sandwich, in the 
counties of Bristol, Plymouth and 
Barnstable, have been distinguish- 
ediy favored: hundreds have been 
added to the communion of their 
churches. 

Information of these wonderful dis- 
plays of divine grace, while it awakens 
delightful emotions in our hearts, we 
are persuaded will afford pleasure to 
all the friends of Jesus, and of his 
rising kingdom ; and will excite grat- 
itude to God for his sovereign mani- 
festations of love to men. 

It also affords much satisfaction to 
this Association to recognise an in- 
creasing union of sentiment and af- 
fection among the lovers of evangel- 
ical truth. As tokens of this we view, 
with gratitude to heaven, the estab- 
lishment of an important Theological 
Institution in the county of Essex, and 
the proposed publication of the Pan. 
oplist and Massachusetts Missionary 
Magazine United. 

Voted, that the next meeting of the 
General Association be at Key. Dr. 
Spring’s, Newburyport, on the last 
ne of June, 1809, 9 o’clock 

Voted, that the Worcester South 
Association be requested to appoint 
a preacher for the next meeting. 


Worcester, Fune 30, 1808. 


Joseru Lee, Mod’r. 
ALVAN Hype, Scribe. 


Transcribed, Westhampton, ¥uly 7 
1808, 4, tear rently 


Enocn Hate, Sec’y. 


Tue Committee of Missions, ap- 
pointed by the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, in their Re- 
port of May, 1808, state, among other 
things, that * All the communications 
from the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, (their 
missionary to the Cherokee Indians) 
demonstrate, that his zeal for the civil- 
ization and conversion of the Indians, 
continues to be ardent ; and lead the 
Committee to believe that the institu- 
tions under his care are in a prosper. 
ous state.” 

They further state, that Mr. Black- 
burn *‘ collected in his tour the last 
year, through the Middle and Eastern 
States, § 5347, 90 cents, whereof he 
has rendered a correctaccount; and 
that the balance, which remained in 
Dec.last, will fall far short of supporting 


the institutions for the current year.” - 


a 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Edward D. Griffin, of Newark, New 
Fersey, to the Rev. Dr. Green, of 
Philadelphia. 


Newark, N. F. March 31, 1808. 

DeaR Stir, 

I aM very willing to give you a gene 
eral and succinct relation of the won- 
ders of divine grace, which we have 
witnessed. 

About the first of December, 1806, 
we were.encouraged with some symp- 
toms of a revival of religion in this vil- 
lage ; but they quickly disappeared. 
In March, 1807, they were renewed, 
by means of several instances of sud- 
den death ; but again passed off, leav- 
ing no effects, at that time apparent, 
except on three or four persons wha 
have since made a profession of relig- 
ion. The death of Doct. Macwhor- 
ter, in July, made a great impression 
on the congregation, which was sensi- 
bly deepened, in the month of Au- 
gust, through the instrumentality of 
the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, who 
preached several times here with 
great zeal and energy. Though 
nothing extraordinary at that time ap- 
peared, yet we have since been able 
to trace first impressions to each of 
the four seasons above mentioned. 
The leaven was secretly and increas- 
ingly working for nine months, before 
it became evident. We have since 
discovered, also, that during the sum- 
mer God was preparing some for the 
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scene, which was about to open,by im- 
pressive ang often repeated dreams. 
Days of dissipation were separated by 
nights, in which fancy would bear the 
sinner to.the bar of God, and fill him 
with the terrors of the final judg- 
ment ;—terrors. which, though dissi- 
pated by the morning, would return 
with returning sleep. These nightly 
alarms gradually fixed the waking 
thoughts. Thus, at a time when 
every thing appeared to be still around 
us, secret anxieties were preying 
upon a number of persons, which, so 
far from being the effect of sympathy, 
were known only to God and them- 
selves. In the latter weeks of Au- 
gust, I knew of nothing special in the 
congregation, except two or three 
persons, who began to be awakened, 
and four christians whose desires for 
a revival of religion were too earnest 
to be concealed from their minister. 
In this precise posture things remain- 
ed for about a fortnight. To a fewit 
was an hour of awful suspense. But 
in some of the last daysin August it 
became apparent, that the desire for 
a revival was rapidly spreading among 
the communicants. 

As our sacramental Sabbath was 
approaching, this church, in connex- 
ion with two neighbouring churches, 

to set apart the preceding Fri- 
day, (Sept.4,) for fasting and prayer ; 
partly as a preparatory service, but 
chiefly to make supplication for effu. 
sions of the Holy Spirit. The day, 
which was spent in prayer, singing, 
and short addresses to the people, 
was marked with unusual stillness, 
accompanied with very pleasing ap- 
pearances of humility, earnest desire, 
and a sense of entire dependence. 
On the following Sabbath, a number 
of persons assembled, at nine o’clock 
an the morning, to spend anhour in 
praying for their minister, and for the 
blessing of God on the exercises of 
the day; and this has since become 
the stated practice of almost all the 
praying people of the congregation ;— 
@ practice which has been accompa- 
nied with effects very refreshing to 
themselves, and materially beneficial 
to the cause of evangelical piety. 
Those who attended at this first sea- 
son, unexpectedly found themselves 
animated with desires, unfelt before, 
thatGod would,that very day, bring out 
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his perfections tothe view of the com. 
municants. And this He did, to.a de. 
gree that many had seldom or mever 
seen before. On the evening of the 
following Monday,at alecture pean. 
ed in a private house, the first feelings — 
which denoted the extraordinary pres. _ 
ence of God, and the actual com. — 
mencement of a revival of religion, © 
were awakened ;—perhaps in every — 
person that was present. It wasno © 
longer doubtful whether a work of — 
divine grace was begun. Duringthat — 
and the following week, increasing 
symptoms of a most powerful influence 
were discovered. The appearance 
was as if a collection of waters, | 
suspended over the town, had fallen 
at once, and deluged the whole place. 
For several weeks, the people would 
stay at the close of every evening ser- 
vice, to hear some new exhortation; 
and itseemed impossible to persuade — 
them to depart, until those on whose 
lips they hung had retired. Atthose |~ 
seasons you might see a multitude |— 
weeping and trembling around their [| 
minister, and many others standing as 
astonished spectators of the scene, — 
and beginning to tremble themselves. | _ 


One Sabbath, after the second ser. | — 
vice, when I had catechised anddis- 


missed the little children, they gath- | — 
ered around me, weeping, and in- |” 
quiring what they should do. I pre. 
sume not less than a hundred were in 
tears at once. The scene was as aflect- 
ing, as it was unexpected. Having 
prayed with them again, and spent 
some time in exhortation, I attempted 
to send them away ; but with all my 
entreaties I could not prevail on them 
to depart, until night came on, and 
then I was obliged to go out with 
them, and literally force them from 
me. But this excitement of animal 
feelings, incident to the commence- 
ment of revivals of religion, soon sub- 
sided, and the work has ever since 
proceeded in profound silence. 
Early in September, there were 
formed many private associatiens for 
prayer,—some male, and some fe- 
male,—the happy influence of which 
has been manifestly and largely felt. 
I never before witnessed the com- 
munication of a spirit of prayer 90 
earnest and so general, nor observ 
such evident and remarkable answers 
to prayer. The agonies of .parents 
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- have been such as to drive sleep from 


ir eyes, and for weeks together, 
we Shen seemingly as great, as their 
nature could well sustain. 
these parents, in every case that has 
come within my knowledge, have 
each several children,who are already 
numbered among the hopeful converts. 
Many professors have been severe- 
ly tried, and not a few have, fora 
time, given themselves over for lost. 


' The Lord has indeed come to search 


our Jerusalem with candles, and to 
discover the men that were settled 
on their lees. Awed by the majesty 
of a present God, many could say, 
with Moses, ** I exceedingly fear and 

uake ” Icould not help saying, If 

is glimpse of light dissipates so 
many hopes, what effects will attend 
the final jadgment ! i 

This work in point of power and stz/l- 
ness, exeeds all that I have ever seen. 
While itbears down every thing with 
irresistible force, and seems almost to 
dispense with human instrumentality, 
it moves with so much silence that, 
unless we attentively observe its ef- 
fects, we are tempted, at times to 
doubt whether any thing uncommon 
is taking place. The converts are 
strongly marked with humility and 
self-distrust. Instead of being elated 


' with confident hopes, they are in- 


clined totremble. Many ofthem pos- 
sess deep and diseriminating views ; 
and all, or almost all, are born into 
the distinguishing doctrines of grace. 

I suppose there are from two hun- 
dred and thirty to two hundred and 
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fifty, who hope that they have become 
the subjects of divine grace; and 
many remain still under solemn ime 
pressions, whose number, I hope, is. 
almost daily increasing, The sub. 
jects of this work are of all ages, 
from nine old, to more than 


three score years and ten ; and of all 


characters, including drunkards, apos- 
tates, infidels,and those who were late- 
ly malignant ¢ rs; and of all con- 
ditions, including poor negroes, and 
some of them hoary with age. I 
cannot refrain from mentioning, a- 
mong the hopeful converts,threeyoung 
prin, ane of the first talents and ed. 
ucation, and of excelent families, 
who have abandoned the study of 
the law, in which they have been em- 
ployed for two years, to devote them- 
selves to the gospel ministry. 

We have had but one sacrament 
since the work commenced, at which 
time we received ninety-seven new 
members, out of one.hundred and two 
persons, who had been propounded a 
fortnight before. 

While we gaze with wender and 
delight at these glorious triumphs of 
the Prince of Peace, and weep for 
joy to hear our babes and sucklings 
sing hosannas to the Son of David, 
we cannot but join in a general res. 
ponse, and cry, “‘ Blessed is he that 
cometh inthe name ofthe Lord ; ho- 
sanna in the highest.” 

Iam, dear Sir, most affectionately 

yours, : 
Epwarp D. Grirrix. 
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List of donations to the Massachusetts Missionary Society. 
1808, May—Rev. Cornelius Waters, from a number of his parish in 


Ashby, - - - 


Thomas Wales, of Bridgewater - - 


- $ 22 


= = © 8 
Mr. Daniel Lang, Salem, by Rev. Dr. Hopkins 16 Bibles, 


48 Testaments, 30 Watts’ psalms. - . . a 
23d, Rev. Daniel Hopkins, from his Society - - . - 110, 56 
from Ladiesin ditto. - . . 85, 16 


Rev. Dr. Emmons, from his parish, Franklin - - ~ 46, 81 
Rev. Jacob Norton, from his Society, Weymouth - - 11, 62 
Rev. Brown Emerson, from Nathaniel Hancock, Salem 6 
Rev. Reuben Emerson, from a young Lady, Reading 2 


Rev. Samuel Worcester, from his Socie . oe 


Rev. Jonathan Strong, from a friend to missions - - 10 


Rey. Otis Thomson, from his Society - ~ . 


ditto fromafriend - - « . . ~ Ta 
Rey. Elijah Parish, from his Society, Byfield - . 33, 45 
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Rev. Noble Everet, from Wareham - 2 is 14, 17 
Rev. Hezekiah Goodrich, from Charlotte White, and oth- 
ers in Rutland, being a cent Society 1$ 
likewise 5 psalm books 
Samuel Torrey, Weymouth - - - i mae 
Rey. Timothy Dickenson, from Mrs. Marshall, - ~«- =l 
Rev. John Stevens, from a Lady g 1 
ditto from a Lady in Stoneham 0,50———1, 50 
Rey. Dr. Emmons from his society Tl Sys he 
14th, By contribution at the Old South SERENE, House - 113, 36 
15th, Rev. Peter Sanborn’s society - - . 10° €4. ae 
ditto from Mr Nickols, ise ron a) tae 
1806, Rev Jotham Sewall from personsin Anson, - - - 10 
ditto from Norridgewalk, a: eho) 8 
1807, ditto from Jefferson, g5 
ditto from Canaan, 10 
Samuel Sewall from Anson, - - + «+ - © « 2 
Rey. Mr. Barker from his Society, - ote G25 


26th, Rev. Thomas Prentiss, from a Lady in Medfield, - 2 l 
Rey. Isaac Braman from a parish in Rowley - - ~- 26 
1808, May 16th, Rev. Mr. Huntington fromhis parish - - - 14, 55 
Rev. Dr. Spring, of Newbury, from his Society - - 72, 90 
June 4th From a female friend to mission from North parish Wren- 


tham, oe ae 


Ss -esjigumk, ai ay & 


6th, Rev Samuel Walker from his Society Danvers, - - 58, 32 
Sth, Rev. Reuven Emerson from three Ladies of his Society 3 
Rev. Mr. Niles from a poor woman in Abington, 25 


Ezekiel Cheever Whitman, in books, 


revealed religion - 


8 Evidences of 


Rev. Samuel Worcester, Salem, in books from females of 


his Society” - 


- a? < i. Gee 


Do. to be laid out in bibles and Testanieats, froma friend 


to missionary interests. 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


VALUABLE TESTIMONY IN FAVOR 
OF THE HOLY BIBLE. 


Tue Rev. Joun F. Usko, chap- 
tain to the English factory at Smyrna, 
now residing in London, has publish- 
ed a brief narrative of his travels and 
literary life. He was born in Prussia, 
December 12th, 1760, and was li- 
cenced to preach the gospel in 1780. 
In 1789 he was appointed chaplain to 
the English factory at Smyrna by the 
Levant company. In his travels he 
visited very many of the places, which 
are mentioned in the holy scriptures. 
He visited Bethlehem, and its vicinity, 
the mount of Olives and Bethany. He 
passed the mountain Carmel to Naz- 
ereth, Tabor, Tiberias, the lake Gen- 
esareth ontheriver Jordan. He was 
at Tyre and Sidon, and passed over the 
mountain Lebanon. He visited the 
islands of the Archipelago and the 
continent of Asia Minor. He was at 
Miletus, Ephesus, Sardis, Thyatira, 


andPergamos. He examined the state 
of the seven churches mentioned in 
the Revelation of St John He visited 
Nineveh and the ruins of ancient Bab- 
ylon. Of these he observes, ** When 
I approached these immensely exten- 
sive ruins, I was amazed at the exact 
accomplishment of the prophecies of 
the Old Testament, by the prophet 
Isaiah.” His narrative is concluded 
with this interesting declaration : ‘1 
must here declare to the honor of the 
Bible, that I did not find during my 
travels, one circumstance in the Holy 
Scriptures contrary to the present 
manners and customs of the East,or to 
geography, and the situation of the 
different places mentioned therein: 
but, on the contrary, allis conformable 
to the different prophecies and de- 
scriptions in the sacred writings.” 
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Tue following article of intel- 
ligence, from the London Evan- 
gelical Magazine, compared with the 
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measures which are pursuing by a 
large body of the Congregational 
Ministers of Massachusetts, (we now 
add New Hampshire,) to effect the 
establishment of a General Associa- 
tion among the ministers of this de- 
nomination, and shews the very re- 
markable, unconcerted, coincidence 
of events in the two countries. — 
General Congregational Union. 
In a former number, we announced 
to our readers a ‘ General Union,’ de- 
signed to embrace all the Congrega- 
tional ministers and churches through- 
out England and Wales, in a scheme 
for promoting the ‘ mutual benefit of 
the churches which enter into the 
Union, and the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s cause in all places, and 
by scriptural and laudable means.’ 
We have now to congratulate the 
friends of the Union on its gradual 
progress, and the opening prospects 
of permanent advantage arising from 
it tg the churches and the cause of 


| Christ. 


Since the Annual Meeting at New 
Broad Street, in May last, the Com- 


mittee then appointed, have regularly 


met, for the purpose of transacting 
the business of the Union. Their 


| enlarged and improved plan has been 


circulated through the counties of En- 
gland and Wales; and, in various 
places, considerable attention has 
been excited. Several ministers and 
their churches, both of town and coun- 
try, have expressed their approbation 
of the design, and acceded to the 
terms of Union. An excellent pam- 
phiet has been published, which we 
reviewed in a late Number, entitled, 
‘ Thoughts on a General and Expli- 
cit Union, &c. By a friend to the 
Union.’ 

The Committee have been griev- 
ed, however, to observe that any 
misapprehension of their plan, or any 
parts of it which may hereafter be 


| Tescindea or improved, should have 


raised alarm, or procured the disap- 
probation of any of the churches. 
‘The committee in London,” says the 
Circular Address, ‘are far from pre- 
suming that it [their plan of Union] 
is already perfect; they do not pre- 
Sent it to their brethren as such; 
but affectionately invite their senti- 
ments upon it; te which the most 
Se attention will be paid.’ 
OL.I, New Series, 
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This avowal, it seems, gave birth to 
the pamphlet before mentioned ; and 
the committee are desirous of re. 
ceiving any further communications. 
In the mean time, they wish to re- 
mind the ministers and churches, to 
whom their plan has been already 
addressed, of a former request, that 
they would return an official answer to 
their proposals as soon as convenient. 
They wish also to state, that pecu- 
niary contributions, in aid of a gener- 
al fund, form no condition of Union. 


ZO + aa 


SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF 
VICE, 

Instituted for the purpose of giving 
effect to the laws made for the protec- 
tion of religion and morality, when 
friendly admonition has failed of suc- 


cess. 


Tue principal objects of this Soci. 
ety are, profanations of the Lord’s- 
Day ; the frauds and abuses practised 
in selling by false weights and meas- 
ures; blasphemous, licentious, and 
obscene books and prints ; illegal in- 
surances of lottery tickets and num- 
bers ; riotous and disorderly houses, 
brothels, and gaming houses; the 
practices of procurers; profane 
swearing; and cruelty to animals. 

The Society are desirous of receiv- 
ing communications from all parts of 
the kingdom, in furtherance of its 
views, which are requested to be sent 
free of expense, signedby the persons 
sending the same, whose names shall 
remain confidential,except to the Sec- 
retary and the committee. Strong 
argumentative or illustrative essays 
will be received, if they shall be deem- 
ed conducive to the ends of the Socie- 
ty ; but these are to be sent without 
the names of the writers, that no per- 
sonal consideration may weigh in the 
choice of such pieces for publication. 

The funds of the Seciety are in part 
employed in rewarding Peace Offi. 
cers, who are found to be vigilant and 
active inthe discharge of their duty ; 
in printing and circulating a knowl- 
edge of the laws made for their guid. 
ance ; and also in printing and dis- 
tributing among the lower orders, ab- 
stracts of such penal laws, against 
which, from their ignorance, they are 
liable to offend. 
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9) Bible Society.....New Publications. 


The agents of the Society are re- 
munerated by fixed salaries. The 
fines and penalties arising from pros- 
ecutions have heretofore been ap- 
plied to public purposes, and are in 
future to be annually given to the Phi- 
lanthropic Society, for the benefit of 
that charity. 

The public are entreated to aid 
the Society by their pecuniary assist- 
ance, the amount of which is feft en- 
tirely to the discretion of the person 
contributing ; and in order to consult 
the feelings of individuals, the names 
only of the members will appear in 
print, and not the sums contributed. 
The genera} annual subscription is a 
guinea, though various other sums of 
greater and less amount are received. 

The members of the Society are 
chosen by ballot upon the recom- 
mendation of a member of the com- 
mittee ; but benefactions are received 
from persons, who may not choose to 
become members, or to have their 
names appear in print. 

—$— 
NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE so- 
CIETY. 

Tue sole object of this institution 
is to distribute Bibles among the sail- 
ors and soldiers of the British navy 


[ July, 


and army. It took its rise in the 
the year 1780, and, by the aid of an- 
nual subscriptions, benefactions, and 
collections at various churches, it has 
been enabled to distribute nearly forty 
thousand bibles, and a large number 
of testaments : with which 

Two hundred and seventy-eight of 
his majesty’s ships, 

Ninety-one regiments, and 

Forty-eight garrisons and barracks, 
have been supplied. 

Many naval and military officers of 
high rank in his majesty’s service, 
have from time to time made appli- 
cations to the Society; and have, in 
the most satisfactory manner, ex- 
pressed their approbation of its de- 
sign. From their own observation 
they have testified their conviction, 
that the Holy Scriptures, which teach 
men to be faithful servants to God, 
would teach them also to be faithful 
servants to their king and their coun- 
try: instructing them “ to be strong 
and of good courage, to fear God and 
honor the king.” They have there. 
fore expressed their earnest Gesire 
to have the Bible put into the hands 
of their men, and have engaged to 
use their influence to promote the 
views of the Society. 








LIST OF NEI PUBLICATIONS. 


An Oration, pronounced at New- 
buryport, July 4, 1806, on the anni- 
versary celebration of American In- 
dependence: at the request of the 
federal republicans, By Ebenezer 
Moseley, Esq. Second Edition, New- 
buryport. Thomas & Whipple. 

A Sermon, preached May 11, 1808, 
at the ordination ofthe Rev. Ebenezer 
Hubbard, over the second church and 
society in Newbury. By Thomas 
Flint, pastor of the church at Lunen- 
burgh. Newburyport: Thomas and 
Whipple. 

Female Quixotism: exhibited in 
the Romantic opinions of Dorcasina 
Sheldon. Two vols. complete in one. 
Second edition. Thomas & Whipple, 
Newburyport. 

A Thanksgiving Sermon, preached 
January 1, 1808, in St. Thomas’s or 


the African Episcopal church, Phila- 
delphia, on account of the abolition of 
the African slave trade, on that day, 
by the Congress of the United States. 
By Absalom Jones, Rector of said 
church. Philadelphia: Fry & Kam- 
merer. 

A Discourse delivered at the an- 
nual Fast in Massachusetts, April 7, 
1808. By Eliphalet Gillet, A. M. 
Pastor of the first church in Hallow- 
ell. Augusta: Peter Edes. 

A Discourse, delivered at Bucks- 
town, onthe Annual Fast in the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, April7, 
1808. By Rev. Mighill Blood, pastor 
of the church in Buckstown, (Me:) 
Buckstown: William W. Clapp. 

Britain Independent of Commerce i 
or proofs deduced from an investig- 
tion into the true causes of the wealth 
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ef nations, that our riches, prosperity 
and power, are derived from sources 
inherent in ourselves, and would not 
be affected,even though our commerce 
were annihilated. By William Spence, 
F.L.S. Farrand, Mallory & Co. 

An Inquiry into the causes and con- 
sequence of the Order in Council ; 
and an examination of the conduct of 
Great Britain towards the neutral com. 
merce of America. By Alexander 
Baring, Esq. New-York Hopkins & 
Bayard. 

A Religious Conference in four 
dialogues, between Lorenzo and E- 
vander. Bya Layman. To which is 
added Leslie’s short method with De- 
ists. New-York: Collins & Perkins. 

A Sermon, preached at Concord, 
before His Excellency the Governor, 
the Hon. Council, Senate, and House 
of Representatives of the State of 
New Hampshire, June 2, 1808. By 
the Rev. Asa M’Farland, A. M. pas- 
tor of the church in Concord. Con- 
cord : George Hough, printer. 





PROFESSIONAL NOTICE. 


To the Editors of the Paroplist. 

Though it would not comport with 
the design of your publication to ad- 
mit a review of a Law Book, yet 
you will oblige some of the readers 
of your useful and extensively circu- 
lating work, by publishing the follow- 
ing brief notice of a late edition of 
*Espinasse’s reports of trials at Nis: 
Prius, by Thontas Day, Esquire, 
counsellor at law. Hartford, Hud- 
son and Goodwin. 2 vols. 8vo. 

This edition has several important 
advantages to recommend it to the 
patronage of gentlemen of the bar of 
the United States. It is sold for less 
than half the price of the London 
edition ; and is printed more accu- 
rately, with a better type, on good pa- 
per, and is better bound. The work 
is in every particular thoroughly 
done, and will bear the closest scru- 
tiny. Besides containing an accurate 
copy of the reports, as published by 
the author, these volumes are en- 
riched by many new references to 
English books, and especially by many 
references to American reporters. 
In this way the profession have the 
aid of many decisions, made by the 
highest court of almost every state in 


the Union, as well as by the courts of 
the United States. Justice obliges 
us to add, that the notes of the editor 
are distinguished by clearness of ex- 
pression, and propriety of application. 





WORKS PROPOSED. 

Hopkins and Earle, Philadelphia, 
propose to publish by subscription a 
systematic and practical Treatise of 
the Doctrines of Divinity, intended to 
explain some of the most essential ar- 
ticles of the Christian Faith, to en- 
courage sinners to come to Christ, 
and to direct believers how to obtain 
the comforts of the gospel. By the 
Rev. William C. Davis. Tobe com- 
prised in one vol. 8vo. contaiming near- 
ly 600 pages. 

George W. Woodman, New-Bed- 
ford, proposes to publish, Thoughts 
on Religion, and other Important 
Subjects; newly translated from the 
French of Blaise Pascal. 

Proposals are issued by Farrand, 
Mallory & Co. Suffolk Buildings, for 
publishing by subscription The His- 
tory of the Church of Christ, volume 
the first. Containing the three first 
centuries. By Joseph Milner, M. A. 
This valuable work is but little known 
in this country, It presents a sum- 
mary view of the Church collected 
from the scripture; embraces a cor- 
rect history of those ** persons whose 
dispositions and lives have been form- 
ed by the rules of the new testament ;”’ 
and who have particularly distinguish - 
ed themselves by their exemplary pro- 
fession, uniform practice, and patient 
sufferings inthe cause of christianity 
and evangelical piety. It is to be 
re-printed from the first English edi- 
tion ona good type and fine paper, 
and comprised in a handsome form of 
between 5 & 600 pages 8vo, and will 
soon be put to press. 

A History of the United States, 
By Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. Pro- 
posals are now issuing for publishing 
this new and valuable work; being 
the first and only general history of 
the United States ever published. It 
is written at the request of the Gen- 
eral Association in Connecticut, for 
the purpose of displaying the divine 
agency in their settlement, growth and 
protection, and especially during the 
late revolutionary war; and will con- 
tain an accurate and faithful narra- 
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tion of the first principal discoveries 
of North America, its settlement, and 
subsequent events which have tran- 
spired, to the present time. On the 
reputation of the author, as a scholar 
and historian, his history of Connec- 
ticut and his numerous other pro- 
ductions, are a sufficient comment. 
¥t will be comprised in three vols 8vo, 
of about 500 pages each, of the size 
of the English edition of Doctor Gor- 


don’s history of the revolutionary war, 
The first volume, the MSS. of which 
has been submitted to the critical in. 
spection, and received the decided 
approbation ofthe Rev. Doct. Dwight, 
president of Yale College, and the 
Hon.John Trumbull, one of the judges 
of the superior court in Gonnecticut, 
is ready and wil] shortly be put to 

ress, by Farrand, Mallory & Co. Suf.- 
olk Buildings. 
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OBITUARY. 


TRIBUTE TO THE 
HON. FISHER AMES, LL.D. 


Tue general gloom spread over 
the public mind by the decease of 
Mr. Ames, is an unequivocal evi- 
dence of his distinguished worth, It 
witnesses too, that however the in- 
gratitude of republics has become 
proverbial, there is yet among us sa- 
gacity to discern, and feeling to ape 
preciate, real patriotism. 

Few occasions have so strongly ex- 
cited the sensibilities of the commu- 
nity. Few characters have so impe- 
riously claimed its love and venera- 
tion. So much of the dignified and 
the amiable, such talents and such 
virtues, are rarely seen, even separate- 
ly ; and their union is still more rare. 

The mind of Mr. Ames was of a 
superior order. Genius numbered 
him among her favorite sons. He 
was distinguished by quickness of 
perceptioh, accuracy of discrimina- 
tion, and strong reasoning powers. 
Byt his predominant feature was a 
glowing and brilliant imagination. It 
was restrained, however, by a correct 
judgment, and chastened by the pur- 
est principles of taste. 

His reading was various and ex- 
tensive. Ancient and modern litera- 
ture contributed their stores to en. 
rich a mind, to which nature had al. 
ready been so bountiful. He was 
destined to excel in whatever he un- 
dertook. As a poet, or a natural 
philosopher, had his attention fasten- 
edi on either of these objects, he 
might doubtless have attained a high 
rank. But rising into life about the 
period of the American revolution, 


and taking a most affectionate inter- 
est in the concerns of his country, he 
felt himself strongly attracted to pol- 
itics. His researches in the science 
of government were extensive and 
profound. Nor was hea mere the- 
orist, but a most judicious practical 
politician. To excel in this depart- 
ment, he was prepared, not only by 
the study of the law, but by an accu- 
rate acquaintance with human na- 
ture. 

A theatre soon presented for the 
display of his extraordinary talents, 
He was elected a member of the 
Convention in this Commonwealth, 
which discussed and ratified the fed- 
eral constitution. Those who read 
the debates of this venerable body, 
will readily perceive, in the speeches 
of Mr. Ames, the elements of that 
exalted and brilliant character, which 
he afterward attained, as a states- 
man and an orator. Indeed, though 
young, he seemed mature. Subjects 
which, till that period, had engaged 
comparatively little of the public at- 
tention, he discussed with surprising 
perspicuity and ease, and with an el- 
oquence which enforced conviction. 

W hen the federal government com- 
menced its operations, he appeared 
in the national legislature, as the rep- 
resentative of his district. The ex- 
pectations of his constituents, his 
friends and his country, were high ; 
but they were realized, and even ex- 
ceeded. In an assembly, comprising 
no small portion of the talents of the 
community, he maintained a distin- 
guished rank. His whole congres- 
sional career was equally honorable 
to himself, and useful to the public. 


(July, 


‘ 





¥ 
re 
x 
73 
, 
z 
Pa 
4 
a 


~~ o> @ A 


~ Cait & & 








1808. ] 


His eloquence was of a most impres- 
sive and interesting character, com- 
bining the accuracy of the logician 
with the fancy of the poet, and the 
researches of the closet with the free- 
dom and ease of conversation. His 
speeches were clear in thought, for- 
cible in reasoning, animated in style, 
and rich in imagery. They abound- 
ed with correct principles of morality, 
and discriminating observations on 
human life. But they were not the 
efforts of mere intellect or imagina- 
tion. They expressed the best and 
noblest sensibilities of the heart, 
They were animated with the ardor 
of patriotism, and of virtue. On 
great and interesting occasions, his 
appeals to the feelings of his auditory 
were almost irresistible. His speech 
on the subject of the appropriation, 
pertaining to the treaty with Great 
Britain, has been much admired and 
celebrated ; and with justice. It was 
the effort of a vigorous mind, com- 
bating with an almost exhausted 
frame ; and of a heart ready to burst 
with anxiety for his country’s wel- 
fare. ‘* When Icome tothe moment 
of deciding the vote,” said he, “I 
start back with dread from the edge 
of the pit into which we are plunging. 
In my view, even the minutes I have 
spent in expostulation have their val- 
ue, because they protract the crisis, 
and the short period in which alone 
we may resolve to escape it.”’* 

Many who have acted splendid 
parts on the public theatre, have been 
unamiable in private life. In Mr. 
‘ Ames, we find the remark strikingly 
different. Generally beloved and re- 
vered as he was, the public knew 
but a small part of his worth. Such 


* This admirable speech thus con- 
cludes. ‘* I have thus been led by my 
feelings to speak more at length than I 
intended. Yet I have perhaps as little 
personal interest in the event, as any one 
here. There is, I believe, no member 
who will not think his chance to be a 
witness of the consequences greater than 
mine. If however the vote should pass 
to reject, and a spirit should rise, as it 
will, with the public disorders to make 
confusion worse confounded, even I, slen- 
«er and almost broken as my hold upon 
life is, may outlive the government and 
Constetution of any country.” 
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was the unaffected delicacy of his 
mind, that he rather eluded than 
courted observation. But to a few 
friends, he unveiled himself without 
reserve. They perceived that the 
splendors of his oratory were eclipsed 
by the charms of his conversation. 
They perceived him, amid the “ full 
affluence of his fame,” still modest 
and unassuming. They perceived 
him untainted with ambition, uncor- 
rupted by his intercourse with the 
polite world, simple in manners, cor- 
rect in morals, exemplary in each re- 
lation of life, a model of every social 
and personal virtue. Ina word, they 
perceived rexicion diffusing her 
benign lustre over all his other great 
and amiable qualities. 

He entertained a firm belief in 
christianity; a belief founded on a 
thorough investigation of the subject. 
He perused most of the best writings 
in defence of the christian religion ; 
but found his mind satisfied by a 
view, rather of its internal, than ex- 
ternal evidences. He has been heard 
to say that it appeared to him impos- 
sible for any man of a fair mind, to 
read the Old Testament, and medi- 
tate on its cou tents, without a convic- 
tion of its truth andinspiration. The 
sublime and correct ideas which the 
Jewish scriptures convey of God, con- 
nected with the fact that all «ther 
nations, many of them superior to the 
Jews in civilization and general im- 
provement, remained in darkness and 
error on this fundamental subject, 
was in his view a conclusive argu- 
ment. After reading, on a particu- 
lar occasion, the book of Deuterono- 
my, he expressed his astonishment, 
that any man versed in antiquities 
could have the hardihood to say, that 
that book was the production of hu- 
man ingenuity. Marks of divinity, 
he said, were instamped upon it. 

His views of the doctrines of re- 
ligion were generally Calvinistic. An 
enemy to metaphysical and contro- 
versial divinity, he disliked the use 
of technical and sectarian phrases, 
Therterm Trinity, however, he fre- 
quently used with rever€nce, and in 
a manner, which implied his belief of 
the doctrine. His persuasion of the 
divinity of Christ, he often declared. 
This testimony of a liberal and dis- 
criminating mind, in fayor of a great 





: 2 PP Sot 























hi 





94, Tribute to the Hon. Fisher Ames. 


doctrine of the gospel, which many 
have disputed, is the more valuable, 
as it seems to have resulted from a 
particular investigation ofthe subject. 
Mr. Ames remarked to a friend, that 
he once read the Evangelists with the 
sole purnose of learning what the Sav- 
jour had said of himself. 

He made a public profession of re- 
ligion in the first congregational 
church in Dedham. With this church 
he regularly communed, ’till preclud- 
ed by indisposition from attending 
public worship. 

His practice corresponded with 
his profession. His life was regu- 
jar and irreproachable ; more so per 
haps than that of any other man equal- 
ly exposed to temptation by necessa- 
sary intercourse with the world. Itis 
doubted whether any one ever heard 
him utter an expression calculated to 
excite an impious or impure idea. 
The most scrutinizing eye discovered 
in him no disguise or hypocrisy. The 
same uprightness, which marked his 
public deportment, seemed to attend 
him in all his private walks, and in all 
his secret retirements. 

His views of himself, however, 
were humble and abased. He was 
often observed to shed tears while 
speaking of his closest devotions and 
experiences. He lamented the cold- 
ness of his heart, and the wanderings 
of his thoughts in secret duties. 

He recommended the teaching of 
the Assembly’s Catechism ; not per- 
haps, because he was perfectly satis- 
fied with every expression it contain- 
ed; but because, as he remarked, it 
was ‘*a good thing on the whole ;” 
because *‘ it had become venerable by 
age ;” because *‘ our pious ancestors 
taught it to their children with happy 
effect ;” and because “‘he was op- 
posed to innovation—--unwilling to 
leave an old, experienced path, for 
one new and uncertain.”* 


* On this subject the sentiments of 
Mr. Ames harmonized with those of 
the late Governor SuMNER, who, in 
his last siciness, expressed himself to 
some of his friends to the following pur- 
port: That though he had once thought 


Favorably of modern liberality in reli- 


gion, he was now alarmed—its effects 
on society were to be deprecated. He 
would much prefer, he said, the religion 
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On the same ground, he approved 
the use of Watts’s Hymns, and ver. 
sion of the Psalms. ‘‘ No uninspired 
man,” he said, ‘ according to his 
judgment, has succeeded so well as 
Watts, in uniting with the sentiments 
of piety, the embellishments of poe. 
try.” He strenuously opposed the 
proposal to introduce a new collection 
into the religious society to which he 
belonged. 

He was an admirer of the common 
translation of the Bible. He said, it 
was a specimen of pure English. And 
though he acknowledged that a few 
phrases had grown obsolete, and a 
few passages might be obscurely trans. 
lated, yet he should consider the 
adoption of any new translation, as an 
incalculable evil. He lamented the 
prevailing disuse of the Bible in our 
schools. He thought it important 
that children should be early made 
acquainted with its contents. Be. 
side its happy effects in impressing 
good sentiments on their susceptible 
minds, he considered it a principle 
instrument of acquainting them with 
their own language in its purity. He 
said, *“*I will hazard the assertion, 
that no man ever did, nor ever will be. 
come truly eloquent, without being a 
constant reader of the Bible, and an 
admirer of the purity and sublimity of 
its language.” 

In his last sickness ; when near his 
end, and when he had just expressed 
his apprehension and belief of his ap- 
proaching dissolution, he exhibited 
perfect submission to the divine will, 
and the fullest assurance of divine 
favor. ‘* Lhave,” said he, ‘ peace of 
mind. It may arise from stupidity ; 
but I think it is founded on a belief of 
the gospel.” At the same time, he 
disclaimed every idea of meriting sal- 
vation. *“* My hope,” said he, ‘‘is in the 
mercy of God, through Jesus Christ.” 

Such, (though the portrait is ex- 
tremely imperfect) was Fisner Ames 
—an amiable man, and exemplary 
christian ; a distinguished orator and 
statesman ; a blessing to his country, 
and an ornament to his species. 


of our ancestors with all its strictness 
and precision (it being on the whole 
salutary) to the polished religion of 
modern times, which had little or no t- 
Jluence on mankind. 
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POETRY. 


AN ELEGIAC TRIBUTE 
TO THE MEMORY OF THE REV. $OHN NEWTON. 


Matvr’p to mingle with the perfect just, 
In good otd age the willing Newrow dies: 

His faded body seeks its parent dust,— 
His Heav’n-born spirit seeks its native skies’! 


Beyond the wonted bounds of mortal day, 
His useful labors were protracted long, 
Still bearing fruit in with’ring life’s decay, 
And, ’midst increasing weakness, growing strong. 


By sharp affliction, sin’s dread horrors taught ; 
By Geep experience train’d to things divine ; 

He was a kindled brand from burning caught, 
And rose a star, with heay’nly light to shine ! 


Review the Man of God! at length gone home! 
Recall the lineaments of heav’nly birth ; 
Behold him, ripe for glory, reach the tomb, 
As Autumn’s mellow fruit descends to earth ! 


Biless’d with a pious mother’s care, | Unconscious of the future sphere 
He bore, in early youth, That he was form’d to fill, 
The precious buds of promise fair, With application most severe 
The rudiments of truth : He sought for knowledge still ' 
But soon his sky was overcast 
With clouds of wint’ry night ; 
An infidel’s contagious blast 
Produc’d a mental blight! 


Cut off from ev’ry human aid, 
On Afric’s burning sand 
The depths of science he essay’d, 
And mystic Euclid scann’d ; 
While o’er the liquid way he movy’d, 
He studied many a tome ; 
With Tacitus and Livy rov’d, 
To scenes of ancient Rome. 


Like Jonah, on the mighty deep, 
He strove to fly from God ; 

But fled, alas! to sin, and weep 
Beneath his chast’ning rod. 

A wretch upon a wretched shore, 
A slave by slaves confin’d, 

A doubly galling yoke he bore, 
Of body and of mind. 


Almighty grace the rebel tam’d ; 
And deep contrition drew 

The wand’ring prodigal, reclaim’d, 
And form’d his heart anew ! 

In deep distress, and bitter woe, No more on grov’ling themes confin’d, 
Corruption’s rankling smart, His ardent spirit soar’d, 

Mysterious Wisdom made him know With ready gifts and soul refin’d, 
His own rebellious heart ! To glorify his Lord ! 


Cali’d to the gospel-work, and furnish’d well 

The wonders of experienc’d love to tell ; 

With simple eloquence and honest zeal, 

The truth he felt, he made his hearers feel, 
Above the tricks of art or sordid gain, 

Plain were his manners, and his speech was plain ; 
Yet from the gospel’s richest stores he drew 

The doctrine deep, the consolation true ' 
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Warm from the heart the sacred message came, 
And list’ning crowds imbib’d the kindling flame : 
The sinner, melted down by sov’reign love, 
Astonish’d, felt his guilt and fear remove ! 

The humble mourner heard the joyful sound, 
And hope and comfort in the promise found ! 
Gently he led the feeble saint along, 
Rous’d up the sluggish, and confirm’d the strong. 
Forth from the treasures of his heart he gave 
Things new and old, the cheerful and the grave ; 
Each varied theme of excellence he brought, 
And liv’d a copy of the truth he taught! 


Sweet harmony dwelt in his breast, | No longer he labors for men, 


Sweet poesy flow’d in his lays, For mute is the eloquent tongue ; 
His Muse to his God was addrest All silent his muse and his pen,— 
In strains of devotion and praise ! His harp on the willow is hung! 
He knew, like Apollos, to preach ; Escap’d from the regions of woe, 
He knew, like a Paul, to indite ; To rest in the bosom of Love, 
His sermons the weakest could teach; His works shall instruct us below, 
His letters the wisest delight! And his song be like angels’ above. 


O daughter of Zion ! your sorrows restrain, 
Nor mourn that his spirit has quitted his clay ; 
Soon, soon shall ye follow, and meet him again, 
Bright rob’d as a seraph, in mansions of day. 


No longer with age and infirmity bent, 

His suff ’rings are o’er, and his labors are done ; 
He pass’d the dark valley, but sung as he went,— 

‘ The struggle is finish’d—the victory won !” 


The Saviour, by dying, extracted Death’s sting : 

He burst from the prison, and open’d the door; 
And safe to his kingdom his people shall bring, 

Where sighing and sinning shall reach them no more! 
ALIQuiI3s. 
Evan. Mag. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Cephas will find his communication on ‘* Church government,” in this 
number. In reference to this subject, we here repeat our observations in a 
former number. ‘* While the pages of the Panoplist and Magazine are im- 
penetrably shut against angry controversy, they are open at all times to a free 
and candid discussion of all subjects, which affect the purity, order and wel- 
fare of the churches. On this ground they readily admitted the communi- 
cation of Titus, ** we now add, that of Cephae also,” on the subject of church 
government. On points of this kind, where a diversity of opinion exists 
among good men, the Editors by no means feel themselves pledged for the 
correctness of every thing inserted in the Panoplist. While the subject is 
uncer discussion, they will admit whatever is candidly stated, on all sides, 
and may assist in forming a correct result. 

The Editors are pleased with the hint of W. (p. 78.) respecting the 
Platform. Such a review of it, as he has intimated, is seriously contem- 
wore ; and is in our opinion of the highest importance to the order and 

armony of our churches at the present time. 

The Review of Dr. Kendall’s Ordination Sermon, and of Dr. Rees’ Cyclo- 
pedia, in continuation, came too late for this month ; they shall both appear 
in our next number. | 

Several communications are under consideration, Our Correspondents 
are requested to forward their pieces early in the month. 
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